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Using God’s Mirror


M





ost of us used a mirror this morning.  In fact, most people use a mirror several times a day.  The reasons are obvious.  We want to know how we look and we want to look our best.  A mirror is a tool we use to improve our appear�ance.  It is not vanity which compels our conduct, just common sense.  You see, our appearance often needs improv�ing!





	James 1:22-25 says the person who hears God's word but will not obey it is like a man who looks into a mirror--sees his appearance--but fails to improve himself.  He forgets what he saw--it makes no impression on him.  We all need spiritual improvements in our lives, so we must not be like this self-deluded man.  Consider the following comparisons of God's word to a mirror:





1.  We must know how we look - to God (v. 23).  God's word gives us God's picture of ourselves.  We must see ourselves as God sees us.  So, we should examine ourselves with it (2 Cor. 13:5).  It will show us our sins and teach us what to do something about them (Rom. 3:23; Acts 2:38).





2. We should want to improve our appearance (v. 24).  Nothing is gained by using God's word to learn of our spiritual condition, then failing to repent and obey God.  You will be blessed by making the necessary improvements which God's word reveals (v. 25). 





3.  We must use a reliable mirror (v. 25).  Some mirrors distort images instead of giving a clear reflection of them.  Man-made doctrines do this (Mt. 15:1-9), but God's word is reliable and sufficient to improve your spiritual condition before God (2 Tim. 3:16-17).


-Joe Price
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Assignments:  Sunday, April 27


Announcements: Rusty McGrew


Opening Prayer: R. McGrew / TBA


Closing Prayer: C. Gardner / T. Haith


Song Leader:  TBA / Gary Bass


Scripture:  Terry Haith / Shane Bass


Lord’s Supper: D. Torres / M. Bass / J. Holt


Building Cleanup (May 3):  Clemenson


TO A HIRELING


	Preach a sermon preacher;


		But make it short and sweet;


	Our stomachs strike at twelve o'clock,


		A hungering for to eat.





	Preach a sermon preacher;


		Make it good and plain;


	But don't you dare to get too close,


		As to call sin by its name!





	Preach a sermon, preacher;


		We care not what you say;


	As long as you leave us alone,


		And fire the other way.





	Preach a sermon, preacher;


		But don't get too specific;


	As long as you will generalize,


		We think you are terrific.





	Preach a sermon, preacher;


		Make it what we love to hear;


	We will pat you on your spineless back


       While you scratch our itching ear!


-Author unknown
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SERVICE SCHEDULE


Sunday:  9:30 & 10:30 AM; 6:00 PM


Wednesday:  7:00 PM











NATURE OF DIVINE JUDGMENT





he Bible teaches there will be a judgment day when the lives of all men and women shall be judged (Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:2-6; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:12-13).  The Judge on that day will be Jesus Christ (Jn. 5:26-27; Acts 17:31; 2 Cor. 5:10).  We should all honor and obey Him now so that our judgment will be unto life rather than unto death (Mt. 25:31-46).


	That great day of judgment will be a time when the Almighty God renders His judgment against every disobedience, every vile passion, every faithless act, every neglected duty.  It will be a great day of vindication for the gospel and Christians (2 Ths. 1:5-10; cf. Rev. 19), as the saints of God are ushered into the eternal kingdom (2 Pet. 1:10-11; Rev. 21:1-7, 27).  But for sinners, Judgment Day holds only the terrify�ing expecta�tion of an eternity of utter darkness, agony and suffering for their sins (Mt. 25:30; Mk. 9:43-48; Rom. 2:5-9; Rev. 20:15; 21:8).  Knowing these truths ought to cause us to live holy lives in anticipa�tion of the Lord's return (2 Pet. 3:8-13).


	No one needs to worry that their judgment will be unfair.  God's judgments have always been preeminently fair and appropriate (Rev. 16:7).  Romans 2:2-11 teaches us the nature of God's judgments.  Use the follow�ing descriptions to prepare yourself for God judgment of your life.


1. According to truth (v. 2).  Since God's word is truth (Jn. 17:17), we must be in harmony with truth to receive a favorable judgment.


2. Inclusive (v. 3).  None shall escape.


3. Righteous (v. 5).  God's judgment is just and uncompromising.


4. Individual (v. 6-10).  As one has lived.  


5. Without partiality (v. 9-11).  God looks on the person's heart and life.  He is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35).	Are you ready for the Judgment Day?  Become a Christian (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38).  Live for Jesus (Rev. 2:10).                        -jrp





�
The Cost Of Repentance








	Christianity has become a religion of convenience to many.  Cur�rently in America there seems to be a renewed interest in religion by many of the "baby boomers" ("The Church Search," TIME, April 5, 1993, pp. 44-49).  We are told that "many are traveling from church to church or faith to faith, sampling creeds, shopping for a custom-made God" (p. 45).  New Testament Christianity will never catch the fancy of the mindset which is looking for "a religion that fits me."  The Christiani�ty preached by Christ and His apostles is one into which men and women are called to "fit" themselves through personal faith, repentance and obedience to the word of the Lord (Matt. 7:21-23).





	The cost of discipleship is high (Lk. 14:25-25), and so is the cost of repen�tance.  While many baby boomers engage in a "church search" that will scratch their itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3-4), the Bible tells us the story of some people who learned the truth of God and were so persuaded by it that they were willing to pay a very high price in order to participate in its bless�ings.





	The place was Ephesus in a time when the practice of magical arts and sorcery combined with the worship of Diana to form a very powerful force in the lives of its citizens.  Into this bastion of idolatry and sorcerous superstition came the apostle Paul preaching Jesus Christ and His Way (Acts 19:8-10).  The miracles which attended his preaching were astound�ing, convincing many in the city of the superior power of Jesus Christ and His gospel over their sorcery (Acts 19:11-17).  As a result, many believers divested themselves of their sinful practices, burning the very books which had once directed their performance of magical arts (Acts 19:19).  This action of repentance cost them a combined total of 50,000 pieces of silver!  That was enough money to pay the yearly wages of 200 men!  Yes, repen�tance cost them something.





	Today, the gospel still calls sinners to repentance (Acts 17:30-31).  And, those who respond to its call must understand that repentance still costs something (namely, the ceasing of sin).  The cost may be financial.  It might be emotion�al.  It might be both.  For instance, does not the gospel call upon the business man who prospers from the sale of sinful products (cf. alcohol) to renounce such a thing (Eph. 5:7-11; Gal. 5:21)?  The gospel calls upon those in adulterous remarriages to cease their sinful relationship (Matt. 19:9; Rom. 6:1-2).  It is hard to conceive of a more emotionally traumatic experience than this (see Ezra 10 where a similar thing occurred).  Yet, repentance demands a ceasing of sin (Acts 26:20).





	We must all be ready and willing to pay the price repentance requires of us.  Heaven will be worth it all. 


-Joe Price
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CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH





News and Notes





LIVING IN CHRIST











