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���The Spirit's Sword


�



�
The Sin of Murmuring


M


urmuring is a blight upon the people of God.  It muffles the sound of God’s word with its incessant clamor for something “better” or “different.”  The murmurer is dissatisfied with  the things of God and mistakenly thinks he will be satisfied by fulfilling his selfish desires (cf. Num. 11:1-6).


The murmurer does not see the grace of God in his life.  When he considers the “new life in Christ” he only sees “what I cannot do” instead of God’s merciful forgiveness of his past sins.  Like Israel who was not content with God’s blessing of manna, the murmurer in the church today is not pleased with God’s provisions and ways.  He does not trust in God, he trusts in himself (cf. Num. 16:3, 41).


Murmuring destroys unity among Christians (Phil. 2:1-4).  It elevates self over others instead of humbly serving others (cf. Eph. 5:21).  The murmurer is a complainer, not a problem-solver (Phil. 2:14-15).  Murmuring is a first cousin to bitterness and factiousness (Jas. 3:9-14).  Feelings get hurt, bitterness sets in, and before we know it, we are murmuring against each other instead of speaking with each other to resolve every dispute, whether real or imagined (carefully read Eph. 4:29-32).


The result of murmuring is our spiritual destruction (1 Cor. 10:10).  It is no accident that within the context of us warning against murmuring we are also warned not to think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think (1 Cor. 10:10-12).  Murmuring displays self-importance and self-righteousness.


The remedy for murmuring is to humble oneself before God and before each other.  Murmuring is overcome as we act in love and kindness toward each other (1 Pet. 4:8-9).  As we are content to trust in God and submit ourselves to His will, murmuring will be put to death among us.                            -Joe Price








Assignments:  Sunday, May 25


Announcements:  Dan Torres


Opening Prayer:  TBA / Rick Holt


Closing Prayer:  L. Parker / T. Haith


Song Leader:  Rick Holt / Gary Bass


Scripture:  T. Haith / Jason Holt


Lord’s Supper: C. Fair / J. Bass / D. Frahm


Building Cleanup (May 31): Haith


News and Notes


( MONTHLY MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING is this afternoon at 5:00.


( Men’s Class - Tues. 7:00 - Gary Bass (


( Women’s Class - Fri. 10:00 - McGrew (


----------------------


Gospel Preaching..............


In the Judgment that is coming,  where a mighty host will stand, 


we will hear their cries for mercy as they plead their human plan:


“By Thy Name, we did appeal to the feelings of the man(”





 Jesus in His glory, will reply to their dismay,


“you trusted in the words of man and did not teach My way,


and now you must depart from Me with those you led astray.”   





{Matthew 7:13-27; 2 Timothy 4:1-8}





SCHEDULE OF SERVICES


Sunday:  9:30 & 10:30 AM; 6:00 PM


Wednesday:  7:00 PM











Gospel Preaching:


 “In Season, Out of Season”


or by Human Reason?











by:  Dennis L. Scroggins





Many are the preachers that do not take a stand,


for the people asked for “reason” Not for God,  Nor for His Plan,


and we wonder why the people cannot see the Lord’s command.





From the halls of education came a message for the land,


 its text gave human answers, and its words appealed to man.


Christians did not see it as a lie from Satan’s hand. 





The preacher and the people searched for yet a better plan,


 “that Old Jerusalem Gospel it’s too narrow in it’s stand”,


the people worshipped reason, they forgot the common man.





“Highly Recommended”, with degrees and titles grand,


    those preachers  no one questioned,  though they built upon the sand, 


no one saw the Heart of it - they looked upon the man.





We wonder why the people in their haste from day to day,


can not grasp the total meaning of the price that Jesus paid,


but its hard to know the reason when your trust is in the clay.





Do we sin to make inquiry of the preachers of our day,


“Why do you preach man’s wisdom as if living for the pay?


Are you truly ‘above question’ for all you have to say?”





(continued in column 2)





�
ENEMIES OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST


(Philippians 3:17-19)











		Are there still enemies of the cross of C
