Noteworthy

(Notes from the new of the day)



		The Roman Catholic Church in Spain now raises money via electronic alms boxes.  Bank machines now welcome worshippers at the entrance of the St. Claudio Church near Leon, Spain.  40 other parishes in the diocese are in line to install this modern collection plate.  I wonder though, whether these electronic money boxes only work on the first day of the week?  (1 Cor. 16:1-2)  Somehow, I doubt it.  (From Salt Lake Tribune, World View, 8.9.97)



		Then, there is the preacher whose pulpit is a motorboat.  The Rev. Harlan Steffen sets out on the waters of Lake Wawasee, Syracuse, Indiana, every Sunday morning during summer to preach to close to 400 people in about 100 boats.  Another hundred or so listen  from shore.  The “boat-in worship” as it is called seems to be a big hit with boaters.  Most of them are in shorts or bathing suits, dangling their legs into the lake water.  “People just come out here and say this is the grandest cathedral that ever was” says Steffen.  (Guess it didn’t occur to them to worship God in modest apparel, 1 Tim. 2:9-10.)  The event lasts about 30 minutes, ending with volunteers using long-handled fishing nets out on a dock to collect the offering from any boater who cares to give (they average $900-1,100 per week).



Well, there is nothing wrong with outside worship (Acts 16:13).  At least these folks are consistent as they try to make worship convenient for those who prefer to not be bothered with finding a local church with which to worship (cf. Heb. 10:25).  Some brethren take the elements of the Lord’s Supper with them on their vacation outings.  But, I have yet to hear of them taking up a collection.  (If they did, who would oversee the use of that money?)



Friend, being a Christian is not a matter of convenience, but of commitment and sacrifice.  (Rom. 12:1-2)  (�from The New York Times, “An Eager Flock Is Going on Vacation, but Not From Worship,” Gustav Niebuhr, 8.3.97)

-Joe Price

�

Northside News



��  


  
   Assignments:  Sunday, Aug. 10	       ( Out of town: Rusty & Robert

Announcements:  Terry Haith                      McGrew, Connie Golightly, Eileen

Opening Prayer: Terry Haith / TBA                 Humphrey, Debbie Price.

Closing Prayer:  Gary Bass / Willie G.	       ( Sick to remember:  Keith

Song Leader:  TBA / Clarence Gardner       ( Sick to remember:  Keith 	

Scripture:  Jason Holt / Ray Hollister		 Alsobrook’s sister, Kay Swindle,

Lord’s Supper: Parker / S. Bass / TBA		 had cancer surgery this past

Bldg. Clean (Aug. 16): Gardner			 week in Plano, TX.

�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” 
(Eph. 6:17)
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Are You Perfect?






T

he first reaction of the humble-minded person to this question would unhesitatingly be, “No!”  This answer would be entirely correct if the question is set in the context of sinless perfection. We all sin, which forever eliminates the possibility of sinless perfection from our lives (Rom. 3:23).

But in the context of “perfect” which the New Testament often (primarily) uses, this question could and should be answered, “Yes.”  “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”  (Matt. 5:48)

“Perfect” (Gr., teleios) as used in the New Testament means “having reached its end (telos), finished, complete, perfect.”  It is the idea of maturity.  Christ wants His disciples to be mature (Eph. 4:13-16).

Here are some ways we should be “perfect” (mature, full-grown):

( In patience - James 1:2-3			( In faith - James 2:22

( In word - James 3:2				( In love - 1 John 4:17-18

( In understanding - 1 Cor. 14:20		( Spiritual judgment - Heb. 5:14

( Spiritual diligence - Phil. 3:12-16		( In Christ - Colossians 1:28

( In the will of God - Colossians 4:12



 “Therefore...let us go on to perfection ....and this we will do if God permits.”

(Hebrews 6:1-3)

-Joe Price


How Well Do You Know The Bible?



T

he following was passed on to me.  It illustrates several worthwhile lessons.  Like trusting what men say instead of checking the Bible for ourselves.  And then there is the lesson of studying the Bible within its context.  And don't forget about "rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15)!  (Be advised, some of the terms and concepts mentioned herein are not scriptural, i.e., "pastorate,"  "committee of Deacons," etc.)

		A young man was being interviewed for his first pastorate by a committee of Deacons.  "Do you know the Bible?" asked the chairman of the board.  "Yes," replied the young man.  "Which part do you know the best?"  asked the chairman.  "The New Testament," he answered.  "Then tell us the story of the Prodigal Son."

		"O.K.  There was a man of the Pharisees named NICODEMUS...and he went down from Jerusalem to JERICHO by NIGHT...and he fell upon STONY GROUND and the THORNS choked him half to death...

		The next morning Solomon and his wife GOMORRAH came by and carried him down to the ARK for MOSES to take care of him...

		But, as he was going through the EASTERN GATE into the ARK, he caught his HAIR in a LIMB and he hung there for 40 days and 40 nights and he afterward HUNGERED and the RAVENS came and fed him...

		The next day the three WISE MEN came and carried him down to the BOAT DOCK and he caught a ship to NINEVAH...

		And when he got to NINEVAH, he saw DELILAH sitting on the wall...and he said, "CHUNK HER DOWN BOYS!" and they said "How many times shall we CHUNK HER DOWN?  Till 7 times 7?  and he said "Ney, but 70 times 7.

		And they CHUNKED her down 490 times and she BURST asunder in their midst.  And they picked up 12 baskets of the FRAGMENTS...and in the RESURRECTION, whose wife shall she be?"

	And the chairman of the committee said, "Men, I think we ought to call him.  He may be young, but he DOES know his Bible!"                                                                    -Selected-



What I Saw Recently At A Public Gathering For Entertainment

1.  I saw a lady who has a “nervous condition” which will not permit her to go around a crowd church services.

2.  I saw a man who has a “bad back” which will not permit him to sit on the hard pews at services.

3.  There was a family there who felt “embarrassed about not having enough money to put in the collection plate” when they attend worship services.

4.  I saw several there who cannot come to Wednesday evening classes because their work will not permit them to get to services on time.

5.  Oh yes, I almost forgot to mention seeing those who cannot drive at night.

6.  Some of the people felt indignant at the preacher mentioning the need for them to attend worship services REGULARLY; yet they had “season tickets” in their possession for the remainder of the year.

7.  And I also saw a man who couldn’t leave his sickly wife home alone on Sundays.

Yep, you can see about anybody at an athletic contest!

-via Allenhurst Bulletin, Allenhurst, AL











