Noteworthy News


(Taken from current news topics)





Baltimore’s oldest church finds salvation with ballpark peanuts





		AP-BALTIMORE (Aug. 3, 1997) -Baltimore’s oldest church was losing hope.  Its congregation was shrinking, and its building deteriorating.  Gleaming high-rise hotels and a modern glass-and-steel convention center pressed adjacent the 227-year-old brick church, dwarfing it.


		At one point, the city even suggested that the church, which remained standing after a 1904 fire devoured much of downtown, give up and move out.


		But that was before the Baltimore Orioles’ new stadium was built a block away.  And before Otterbein United Methodist Church discovered peanuts.


		Now, before almost every Orioles game, church members hawk $1 bags of peanuts, along with the vendors selling soft pretzels and T-shirts on the street next to the ballpark.


		Former pastor Max Powers got the idea five years ago when a church member sold only two bags of peanuts at the church’s strawberry festival......


		Baseball, Powers said, has saved the church’s spirit.





		Please do not misunderstand what I am about to write - I like peanuts!  But, dear reader, the idea of a church selling peanuts to renew its hope and save its spirit is, from a Biblical point of view, outrageous!


		Christ did not die for the church so it could maintain its hope through peanut sales!  (Acts 20:28)  He did not build the church so it could find its purpose and meaning through entrepreneurial enterprises!  (Matt. 16:18; 1 Tim. 3:15; Jn. 18:36)  The work of the local church is spiritual in nature:  preach the gospel, edify the church and help needy saints (1 Ths. 1:8; Acts 2:42; 1 Tim. 5:16).


		“For we are not, as the many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ.”  (2 Cor. 2:17)


		We only offer the gospel of Christ to the world.  It comes without cost, but will cost you your life (Lk. 14:25-35; Rom. 12:1-2).  Churches of Christ find their hope in Christ.  And that ain’t peanuts!





�Northside News





( Remember:  Keith Alsobrook (out of town), Beulah Walker (shut-in).


( The men’s Bible class will meet Thursday night at 7:00 at Rusty McGrew’s house.


( Joe Price will be preaching in Oak Harbor next Sunday morning.
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         Assignments:  Sunday, September 7	


 Announcements:  Gary Bass


 Opening Prayer:  Gary Bass / Shane Bass


 Closing Prayer:  Dan Head / Ray Hollister


 Song Lead
