Noteworthy News


(From news of the day)





Other officials of the United Church of Canada note their disagreement. 


A Christian debate as church leader says that Jesus isn't God 


By Howard Schneider�WASHINGTON POST�


		TORONTO -- Ever since Martin Luther made the debate official, Christians have spent a good deal of time figuring out just what to make of their religion, especially as the Western society in which it flourished increasingly emphasized the rational at the expense of the mystical.


		From the head of the United Church of Canada, a Protestant denomination of more than 3.5 million members, comes this yuletide announcement: Jesus isn't God. 


Christ "does not represent or embody all of God, but embodies as much of God as can be in a person," the Rev. Bill Phipps, United Church moderator, told Maclean's magazine in a recent interview. "The body that he was crucified with -- dying and coming back and then ascending into heaven in a three-story universe -- that doesn't make sense. If I have to put it in those terms, it loses its power because it is not credible to me."


		Other United Church officials have carefully noted their disagreement with Phipps and pointed out that when the United Church of Canada was formed as a merger of Protestant denominations, all of those involved affirmed the central belief in Jesus as God incarnate. 


And Phipps himself, in subsequent interviews, articles and a Christmas message, has emphasized that his views aren't those of a skeptic or agnostic, but of a man who believes that the literal sequence of events 2,000 years ago is less important than the power that those events unleashed in people then, and still can today.


Bill Phipps of the United Church of Canada illustrates what we have known for decades:  many “mainstream” denominational clergymen have abandoned the deity of Christ and the literal resurrection of Christ from the dead.  At least three brief points must be made:  (1)  Jesus does indeed embody “all of God” (Col. 2:9; Col. 1:15-17; Jno. 1:1-3, 14, 18).  To deny this is to deny Christ Jesus (Jno. 8:58)!  Those who do not believe this truth will die in their sins (Jno. 8:23-24).  (2)  Mr. Phipps rejects the Bible record and bases his faith upon human reason.  To many people, the bodily resurrection of Jesus is credible.  Mr. Phipps shares the faith (?) of Herod Agrippa II (Acts 26:23-25)!  (3)  Human wisdom does not authenticate divine truth and purposes (1 Cor. 1:18-25).  What “doesn’t make sense” to the wisdom of man is the very thing God chose to save the world, so that our faith would be placed in God, not ourselves.  Mr. Phipps and many others have forgotten this.  May we never do so!                      -Joe Price


��


    Assignments:  Sunday, December 28, 1997


 Announcements:  Jason Holt


 Opening Prayer:  Jason Holt / Walt Humphrey


 Closing Prayer:  Charles Fair / TBA


 Song Leader:  Rusty McGrew / Gary Bass


 Scripture:  Wesley Holt / Ray Hollister


 Lord’s Supper: C Gardner / J Bass / J Price


 Bldg. Cleanup (Jan. 3): Price


�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)
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GOSSIP TOWN





Have you ever heard of Gossip Town on the shore of Falsehood Bay, where old Rumor, with rustling gown, is going the lifelong day?





It isn’t far to Gossip Town for people who desire to go.  The idleness train will take you down in just an hour or so.  The Thoughtless Road is a popular route, and most folks start that way:  But it’s a steep downgrade; if you don’t look out, you’ll land in Falsehood Bay.





You glide through the valley of Vicious Folk and into the tunnel of Hate; Then, crossing the Add-to-Bridge, you walk right into the city gate.





The principal street is called “They Say,” and “I’ve Heard” is the public well.  And the breezes that blow from Falsehood Bay are laden with “Don’t you tell.”





In the midst of the town is Telltale Park; you’re never quite safe while there.  For its owner is Madam Suspicious Remark, who lives on the street Don’t Care.  Just back of the park is Slander’s Row; ‘twas where Good Name died, pierced by an arrow from Jealousy’s bow in the hands of Envious Pride.





From Gossip Town peace long since fled, but trouble, grief, and woe, and sorrow, and care you’ll meet instead if ever you chance to go.





-Author Unknown





Traditions:  Which Shall We Keep?





Every one of us have some tradition that is a part of our life, even if it is nothing more than squeezing the tube of toothpaste from the bottom!  Really, we all live with many traditions every day.





The word “tradition” with its shades of meaning is at times used with disdain by New Testament Christians.  This is not necessarily bad.  We are warned against the dangers of the religious and philosophical traditions of men (Mk. 7:8-9, 13; Col. 2:8).  On the other hand, the gospel of Christ is also described as a “tradition” in the New Testament (1 Cor. 11:2; 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6).  Wherein lies the difference?





Defining words is crucial to understanding any subject.  The word translated “tradition” in the New Testament (paradosis) is defined to mean “giving over, giving up....a giving over which is done by word of mouth or in writing, i.e. tradition by instruction, narrative, precept, etc....objectively, that which is delivered, the substance of a teaching” (Thayer, 481).  So, a tradition is something which is handed over or handed down from one to another.  We commonly think of traditions generationally, such as parents handing down a family tradition to their children.





The traditions of men originate in the minds of men and are “given over” to others through practice, verbal teaching and written words.  The Jewish “traditions of the elders,” which often conflicted with a “commandment of God,” are a case in point (Matt. 15:2-3, 6).  Religious doctrines and practices that were started by man and handed down to others can never be equal to the word of God (Gal. 1:6-9).  Hundreds of human religious traditions are practiced today in the name of God.  Just as in New Testament times, they continue to be deceitful and spiritually worthless (Col. 2:8, 20-23).  Truly, they “make void the word of God” (Matt. 15:6).





There are also traditions which have been delivered to man from God.  The Corinthians were praised by the apostle for holding fast the traditions “even as I delivered them to you” (1 Cor. 11:2).  Since it is “the faith” (gospel) which has been delivered from heaven to man through the work of inspired men, it is clear that Paul is commending the Corinthian Christians for staying true to the gospel of Christ (cf. Jude 3).  The contents of the gospel are called “traditions” because they have been “given over” from God to man.  The God-given traditions (also known as “truth”) were transmitted verbally and then in written form (2 Thess. 2:15).  We are expected to “stand fast and hold the traditions” of God (2 Thess. 2:15).  The truth handed over from God to man is the God-approved instruction for how we should live (cf. Jno. 17:17).  So, if we do not live according to the “tradition” received from the apostles (the gospel), our life is described as “disorderly” before men and God (2 Thess. 3:6).  God expects us to order and live our lives after His revealed truth which has been handed down to us from the apostles of Christ Jesus.





Be careful to walk in the traditions given to us from God. There are no better traditions to hand down to our children than these.                                                                     -Joe Price


Spiritual keys to a Happy New Year                        Notes� {Scripture Reading:  Eccl. 3:1-8}





I.  Serve God & others.


  A.  God - Josh. 24:14-15; Heb. 12:28; Mk. 12:29-30; Matt. 7:21.


  B.  Others - Jno. 12:14-17; Gal. 5:13; 6:1-2; Phil. 2:3-4.


II.  Control your thoughtS .


  A.  We Are What We Think - Prov. 23:7; Mk. 7:21; Phil. 4:8.


  B.  Submit Every Thought To The Obedience Of Christ - 2 Cor. 10:5.


III. Avoid sin & guilt .�  a.  Life Free From Sin Is Truly Good - 1 Pet. 3:10-12; Psa. 51:3-4;


       Phil. 3:12-14; 1 Tim. 1:16; Acts 26:10-11; Psa. 30:5.


  B.  Refuse Temptations To Sin - Jas. 1:14-15; Heb. 4:15; 1 Cor. 10:13.


IV. KEEP PROPER LIFE PERSPECTIVES .


  A.  Get Rid Of Bitterness - Heb. 12:14-15.


  B.  Learn To Be Content - Phil. 4:11.


  C.  Realize That We Don't Have All The Answers - Prov. 3:5-6; Eccl. 7:


       23-24; 3:11, 14.�  D.  Keep Focused On The Goal Of Heaven - 2 Cor. 4:17; 5:7; Phil. 3:20.








BUILDING CHARACTER:  BE THANKFUL


{Scripture Reading:  Psalm 100}





1.  God's people have always given Him thanks - Psa. 100; Isa. 51:1-3.


2.  Eph. 5:20 - Should be the natural outgrowth of our life as a Christian!





I.  WHAT IS IT?  ["giving thanks"] 


  A.  "The Grateful Acknowledgment Of Benefits Received."


II. WHEN MUST IT TAKE PLACE?  ["always"]


  A.  Before - The Blsg. (Expectation) - 2 Chrn. 20:20-21.


  B.  During - The Blsg. (Reliance) - Acts 28:15.


  C.  After - Blsg. Received (Acknowledgment) - Exo. 15:1; Dan. 2:23.


III.	FOR WHAT MUST IT BE GIVEN?  ["all things"].


  A.  Things Physical & Spiritual; Things "Ordinary" & Extraordinary;


       Things Received & Withheld (cf. 2 Cor. 12:10) - 1 Ths. 5:18.


  B.  God's Attributes & Works (salv, church, word, judgments);


       Brethren, Family, Food, Life's Joys & Sorrows, Pleasures & Pain.


IV.	HOW MUST IT BE GIVEN?  ["in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"].


      - Eph. 1:3; Col. 3:17; Heb. 13:15; Col. 2:7.


V.  WHO MUST IT BE OFFERED TO?  ["to God"].


  A.  God Is The Giver Of All Good Gifts - Jas. 1:17; 1 Tim. 1:12.





-Ingratitude reveals pride, self-reliance, self-satisfaction, & self-love (2 Tim. 3:1-4).


( Business Meeting:  Tonight at 5:00 p.m.





( Remember the sick:  Morris & Gary Bass’ grandmother, Ruby Chasteen’s grandmother, Beulah Walker.





( Out of town:  Barbara Melton; the Head


family.





( Wed., January 31 - All sing.





( Morris Bass--preaching in White Rock today.





[Sunday:  9:30, 10:30, 6:00 / Wed. 7:00]











