THE SPIRIT'S SWORD

"And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph. 6:17)

The Northside church of Christ

Meeting at the North Bellingham Grange Hall  (5201 Northwest Road  Bellingham, WA)

Volume I, Number 51 

February 1, 1998

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF UNITY (Part 3):

Perfect Knowledge and Spiritual Growth

(by:  Joe R. Price)

If we are to arrive at and maintain the "unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" we will have to "come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4; Eph. 4:3-6).  Does this mean we must have "perfect knowledge" in order to be right with God?

In the next few paragraphs, I will show that God's word teaches there is a growth process in our service to God, but sinning is not a part of growing.  God requires some things which are absolute in nature and some which involve relative growth.  The necessity of baptism to enter the kingdom is absolute (Jno. 3:5).  A person either is scripturally baptized or he is not.   He cannot partially enter the kingdom.  We are to eat the Lord's Supper on the Lord's Day--not another day--and that is an absolute (Acts 20:7).  We are forbidden to lie, murder, or commit adultery--those are absolutes.  When we violate such teaching, we sin without question and must repent, confess it, and pray for forgiveness (Acts 8:22; 1 Jno. 1:7-10).  We cannot embrace and excuse the sin by saying, "Oh well, we are all growing."  Sinning is not a part of growing.

But, relative growth in developing and using certain abilities, which leads to increased responsibility, is pictured in Hebrews 5:12-14.  We are to strive toward increased development of our abilities, but perfection is not required in the use of abilities.  Also, relative growth is pictured in 2 Peter 1:5-11, where the character qualities discussed may continue to grow no matter how long we live.   In this process, sin occurs only when we fail to "give all diligence" to grow in such qualities, but it is not sinful to be at one stage of growth rather than at the one toward which we are progressing.  Diligence rather than perfection is required.

THE CHRISTIAN’S GROWTH

Next, let us consider several passages which discuss various aspects of the Christian's growth. 

Please read Colossians 1:9-11:

"For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthily of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy....."

Paul's prayer for the saints was that they be "filled" with the knowledge of God's will in "all" wisdom and spiritual "understanding" so that they would walk worthy of the Lord, "fully pleasing Him" (1:10).  Now, a simple question:  Were the Colossians, at that point in their spiritual development, pleasing to God?  Yes, for Paul regards them as "faithful brethren" and gives thanks to God for their faith, love and hope (1:2-5).  Yet, there was room for their growth in knowledge and spiritual understanding (1:9).  With their growth in knowledge they would be expected to live in harmony with that increased knowledge (for instance, a worthy walk, fully pleasing the Lord and bearing fruit in every good work, 1:10).  And, while Paul prayed that they be "filled" with a knowledge of God's will in "all" understanding, he also says that the result of this full knowledge would be an increase in the knowledge of God (1:10).  As a result of this increase, they would be strengthened with all power to be patient in trials and to be longsuffering toward others (1:11).

So, the passage teaches us that the Colossians were well-pleasing to the Lord as new babes in Christ.  They were well-pleasing to Him as they were being filled with (growing in) a knowledge of His will.  And, they would continue to please Him as they continued to increase in the knowledge of God (cf. 2 Pet. 3:16-18).

Each step of the way in one's spiritual growth, as he lives by faith, he pleases God.  As he increases in his knowledge of God's will, so too does he increase in his responsibility toward God.  With increased knowledge comes increased responsibility.  This principle was taught by Jesus in Luke 12:48 when He said that to whom much is given, much will be required (cf. Jas. 3:1).  Such concerns as ability, knowledge level, intelligence, background, prejudice, preconceived ideas, bias, etc. affecting one's knowledge and understanding of God's word are addressed and satisfied within this context.

God expects us to learn, obey, live in, grow and mature in knowledge (1 Tim. 2:3-4; Jno. 8:31-32; Heb. 6:1-3; Col. 1:9-11).  The apostle said that we can attain "to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. 2:2-3).  Is it possible for us to be "absolutely certain" about the truth of Christ, and also maintain humility?  If it is not, then Paul is advocating arrogance in Colossians 1:9-10 and 2:2-3!

GROW IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOT SIN
We should also note that we can grow in such things as knowledge, wisdom, understanding, love and faith.  But, there are some things in which we must not grow.  For instance, God does not expect us to grow in sin.  An example:  We are not to grow in idolatry, we are to put it to death (Col. 3:5). Therefore, we cannot consider ourselves spiritually mature on the subject of idolatry by convincing ourselves that it is a difficult subject to understand, or that since idolatry is open to a variety of studied and sincere opinions and conclusions, we cannot be certain what God's will and word is.  We would be wrong to suggest that the truly mature Christian correctly approaches the subject of idolatry by agreeing to disagree.  I am confident every Christian can unite in opposing such a thing.

But, we are not to grow in sexual immorality, either (such as adultery, Col. 3:5).  We cannot consider ourselves spiritually mature on the subject of marriage, divorce, remarriage and adultery by convincing ourselves that it is a difficult subject to understand, or that since adultery is open to a variety of studied and sincere opinions and conclusions, we cannot be certain what God's will and word is.  We are equally wrong to suggest that the truly mature Christian correctly approaches the subject of adultery by agreeing to disagree.  We must not think that we have arrived at a mature understanding of the Lord's will by convincing ourselves that knowing the definition of adultery and the truth regarding divorce and remarriage is beyond our reach since there are a variety of different studied and sincere opinions and conclusions about it.  We must not support such a view.  Why not be consistent and oppose this innovation, too?

____________

HOW TO RAISE A CROOK
(Adapted from the Presbyterian Journal)

1. Begin from infancy to give the child everything he wants. This way he will grow up to believe that the world owes him a living.

2. When he picks up bad words, laugh at him. It will encourage him to pick up "cuter" phrases that will blow the top off your head later.

3. Never give him any spiritual training. Wait until he is twenty-one and then let him decide for himself.

4. Avoid the use of the word "wrong." It may develop a guilt complex. Avoiding this word will condition him 
to believe later when he is arrested for stealing a car that society is against him and he is being persecuted.

5. Pick up everything he leaves lying around--books, shoes, clothing. Do everything for him so he will be experienced in shifting the responsibility to others.

6. Let him read any printed material he desires. Make sure the silverware and drinking glasses are sterilized, but let his mind feed on garbage.

7. Quarrel frequently in his presence. Then he won't be too shocked when the home is broken up.

8. Give him all the spending money he wants. Never let him earn his own. Why should he have things as tough as you had them?

9. Satisfy his every craving for food, drink and comfort.  See that every desire is gratified. Denial may lead to harmful frustrations.

10. Take his side against the neighbors, teachers and policeman. They are all prejudiced against your child.

11. When he gets into real trouble, apologize for yourself by saying, "I never could do anything with him."

12. Prepare for a life of grief--you will have it.

