Noteworthy News


(Current events in the light of Scripture)
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   “...Creech, who had been suspended from his pastorate since Nov. 10, preached to about 600 people at three different services Sunday. Outside, about 10 protesters denounced what they called the church's homosexual agenda, while others carried signs that read "Gay & Proud." Some members of the deeply divided congregation said they could not remain in the church with Creech as pastor, news reports said. Several homosexuals said they planned to join the congregation.


  “...The decision is expected to have wide ramifications. Creech's supporters and opponents said the verdict would encourage other ministers to preside over same-sex ceremonies.  (Religion Today, March 16, 1998) 





		Breaking the rules....that is what the fuss is all about!  It is not about the sin of homosexuality (Rom. 1:24-17; 1 Cor. 6:9).  It is not about the error of denominationalism and its illegitimate ecclesiastical hierarchy (Matt. 15:7-9; 16:18).  It is about breaking the “denominational rules” of the UMC.  [By whose authority does the UMC exist to begin with (Matt. 21:25; 28:18; Col. 3:17)]?  It is about “ministerial credentials.”  (Where did Jesus ever authorize a denomination to “credential” ministers?)


		Marriage....was not given to man by God for same-sex participation (Gen. 2:18-24; Heb. 13:4).  Such perversions should never be endorsed, encouraged or energized by anyone seeking righteousness.  Ten protesters denounced the homosexual agenda of this UMC church in Omaha.  (Isn’t that the same number of righteous souls for which, could they have been found,  God would not have destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen. 18:32)?!                                                                                      -joe-
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         Assignments:  Sunday - March 22, 1998





  Announcements:  Rusty McGrew


  Opening Prayer:  Rusty McGrew / Jess Bass


  Closing Prayer:  Rick Holt / Aaron Bass


  Song Leader:  Clarence Gardner / Morris Bass


  Scripture:  Philip Price / Jason Holt


  Lord’s Supper:  C. Fair / A. Bass / L. Parker


  Bldg. Cleanup (Mar. 28):  Price





�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)


The Northside church of Christ


Meeting at the North Bellingham Grange Hall  (  5201 Northwest Road  (  Bellingham, WA


Visit our Web Site on the Internet:  http://members.tripod.com/~northsidecofc/index.html
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Biblical Principles of Unity (Part 10):


Efforts to Defend Unity in Doctrinal Diversity





by:  Joe R. Price





We have been studying reasons given by some brethren for using an “agree to disagree” approach to fellowship and unity.  In last week’s article we noted “common sense” and “individual vs. collective matters” as two of the guidelines offered by those who are practicing unity in doctrinal diversity.  We now continue looking at how these brethren have convinced themselves and others of this broadened base of fellowship (2 Jno. 9-11).





“Basic Qualifications” for Agreeing to Disagree


Brethren who advocate the tolerance of doctrinal diversity know there are many passages in the NT which prohibit fellowship with sin and false teachers.  As they try to uphold this principle they are constructing a scaffolding of misapplied scriptures which “deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:18).  For instance, one brother wrote to me saying, “Now, how do we apply this is in light of the many passages you appealed to that clearly show we are not to fellowship sin and false teachers?  Again, we use the principles outlined in the scriptures, coupled with the necessary humility, forbearance and grace. I believe that fellowship generally boils down to a few basic qualifications.”





Remember, we have no argument with true humility, forbearance and grace.  However, one must remember that 2 John 9-11 still stands:  “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God.  He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine do not receive him into your house nor greet him: for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.”





In order to evade the force of this passage, one must either (1) redefine sin and error, (2) redefine the “doctrine of Christ” in 2 John 9-10, o
