Easter is not found in the Bible


		"The English word 'Easter' came from the Anglo-Saxon Eastre or Estera, a Teutonic goddess to whom sacrifice was offered in April, so the name was transferred to the paschal feast.  The word does not properly occur in Scripture, although the AV (King James transla�tion) has it in Acts 12:4 where it stands for 'Passover,' as it is rightly rendered in RV (Revised Version).  There is no trace of Easter celebra�tion in the New Testament..." (International Standard Bible Encyclope�dia, Vol. 2, p. 889).





		The fact that the word "Easter" occurs in the King James Version in Acts 12:4 has confused some.  The word here in the original is "pascha," meaning "Passover."  This word occurs 29 times in the New Testament and is translated "Passover" every time except in Acts 12:4, and in this verse as well in all later translations.  A careful reading of Acts 12:1-4 will make it obvious that "Passover" is the correct translation.  Herod had killed James and was preparing to kill Peter in an effort to "vex the church" (v.2), and "please the Jews" (v.4).  "Then were the days of unleaven bread" (v.3) -- the Jews Passover.  He placed Peter in prison, intending to try him "after Easter" (KJV).  Now, IF Herod was trying to "please the Jews" and "vex the church" WHY would he have delayed the trial until after "Easter?"  If indeed he thus respected a "Christian" holy day, especially one in honor of Christ's resurrection, he would surely not be pleasing the Jews.  It would have "vexed" the church more to kill one of its Apostles on its own "holy-day," would it not??  The truth is obvious: the "Easter" in Acts 12:4 was the Jewish Passover, and it would not please the Jews to kill a man on a Jewish holy-day.  So, in order to "please the Jews" and to "vex the church," he determined to persecute one of its Apostles AFTER the Jewish feast ended.  No my friends, Acts 12:4 does NOT refer to what men call Easter today!!





Conclusion


		In conclusion, we find that scores of millions are deceived into observing this form of heathen idolatry, under the delusion that they are honoring Jesus Christ, the Son of God our Creator.  Easter honors the pagan goddess, Ishtar, NOT CHRIST.  True Churches of Christ resist these sectarian, divisive, man-made, traditions and insist upon New Testament authority for everything they do in service to God.  We observe the resurrection of Christ WEEKLY, not just annually.  (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:26; 1 Cor. 10:16; Mark 16:9).  We observe no special days which are set apart by men (Gal. 1:6-12).  The Apostle Paul forbade the observance of days in Galatians 4:9-11.  We urge all men to worship God in the way the New Testament church worshipped Him.  (John 4:23-24; Matthew 15:9).					-Exerpts from "LENT AND EASTER"
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Origin of Easter





-Grover Stevens-





		Easter was NOT OBSERVED by the Apostles of Christ nor Christians of the New Testament era; and it is no part of the religion of Jesus Christ.  The name "Easter" is merely the slightly changed English spelling of the name of the ancient Assyrian and Babylonian idol goddess, Ishtar -- I-S-H-T-A-R, Ishtar -- (pronounced eesh-tar).  The name "Easter" comes to us from the mythological writings of the ancient Teucrians (who lived 1200 BC along the southern coast of Palestine) where it is known as "Ostern."  Webster's Dict. says, "Easter is from the pre-historic name of a pagan spring festival."  The Oxford Dictio�nary of English Etymology says, "Easter is derived from the name of a goddess whose feast was celebrated at the vernal equinox."  The scholar�ly New Schaff-Herzog Religious Ency. says, "This goddess is also widely known as Astarte...The cult originated in Babylonia and spread to Assyria, Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine, then through the Phoenicians to all of the Mediterranean peoples...Ishtar was in fact primarily and chiefly identified with Venus, the most beautiful of celestial objects ...and from the terrestrial side, the primary motive of the worship of Ishtar was the impulse to deify sensuousness and sensuality."





		Alexander Hislop says in The Two Babylons (p.103), "Easter bears it Chaldean origin on its very forehead.  Easter is nothing else than Astarte, one of the titles of Beltis, the queen of heaven..."  The ancient gods of the pagans had many different names.  While this goddess was called Astarte by the Phoenicians, it appears on Assyrian monuments found in excavations at Nineveh as Ishtar.  (See, The Biblical World, p. 86).  Both were pronounced "Easter."  Also, Bel was called Molech, and his worship was condemned by Jehovah (1 Kings 11:1-11; Jeremiah 50:2; 51:44).  God said that the worship of Baal and Ashtaroth was an abomina�tion to Him, and condemned both of these idol gods along with all other idol gods and the worship connected with them.  Baal and Ashtaroth (Ishtar) were the gods of the wicked Jezebel.  Jezebel was a Phoencian woman who became Queen of Israel by her marriage to King Ahab.  It was Jezebel who sought the life of God's prophets, Elijah and Elisha, because they condemned her gods, and her worship, as well as her wickedness.  (1 Kings chapters 16-19).                              (continued on page 4)


Biblical Principles of Unity (Part 12):


Efforts to Defend Unity in Doctrinal Diversity





by:  Joe R. Price





Warning Against Sin is not Being Denominational





As we continue our discussion of congregational autonomy and “agreeing to disagree,” listen closely to this defense of unity-in-diversity by a gospel preacher:





“....then just because one (congregation, jrp) does something that another one (congregation) would not do, does not mean they have to call the others false teachers and call for “disfellowshipping” (something that can only be done in a denomination anyway, that is on a cong. level).”





When will brethren begin to see that by “agreeing to disagree” on at least some doctrinal issues they are calling for denominationalism’s approach to unity (while condemning brethren for warning others against their denominational view of fellowship)!!





The issue is not simply doing “something that another one would not do.”  Truth is to be consistently taught to every church:  “as I teach everywhere in every church.”  (1 Cor. 4:17)  Autonomy is not violated by observing what a church teaches and practices.  Surely one is not suggesting we may never say anything to anybody about what the church of which we are not a member teaches and practices!  If so, he has missed the mark of truth on this matter.  (By the way, we can know what Christ’s word teaches about this matter!)





The church in Jerusalem heard of the spread of the gospel in Antioch, and sent Barnabas to the church in Antioch (Acts 11:22).  Did the Jerusalem church violate the autonomy of the church in Antioch?  No.





When men from Judea came to Antioch preaching a strange doctrine, the church in Antioch decided to send Paul, Barnabas and other brethren to Jerusalem to discuss the matter with the apostles and the elders of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:1-2).  Did Antioch intrude into the affairs of the Jerusalem church by finding out what was being taught there?  No.  Was autonomy violated?  No.  





When the “whole church” at Jerusalem sent out a letter to the Gentile churches about this matter, informing them of the apostolic doctrine and departure from the same, did they infringe upon congregational autonomy?  No.  (Acts 15:22-23)





Why then, is it contended that a church cannot so communicate with another church today for the purpose of spiritual edification and warning against error?  This particular appeal to “autonomy” is without the support of Bible authority.





Please do not misunderstand me.  I believe in, teach and apply congregational autonomy (Acts 14:23; 1 Pet. 5:2-3).  Congregational autonomy does not prevent the identification and exposure of false teachers and their false doctrines (as we have seen from the Scriptures).  Such, when practiced after the scriptural pattern, is NOT an exercise in denominationalism (Jude 3; Gal. 2:5, 11-14; 1 Jno. 4:1; etc.).  Instead, it is an exercise in sounding forth the word of God, edifying the saints and warning the sinners.  I implore brethren to give up this inaccurate appeal to autonomy in their defense of unity in doctrinal diversity.





(to be continued)


�


- SENTENCE SERMONS -





 No civil law can change evil into good or vice into virtue.





There is no moral difference between legal and illegal gambling.





Faith makes the difference between cowards and Calebs.





We are known by the company we keep, and by the company we do not keep.





THE VOICE OF GOD


	JESUS CHRIST SAID HE WOULD BUILD HIS CHURCH.


	"I will build my church..."  Matt. 16:18.





	THE SCRIPTURES DECLARE HE BUILT ONLY ONE.


	"There is one body..."  Eph. 4:4.


	"He is the head of the body, the church..."  Col. 1:18.





	DIVINE PROPHECY AND INSPIRED HISTORY AFFIRM THAT THE CHURCH


	OF CHRIST BEGAN IN JERUSALEM, ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST, 33 AD





	THE VOICE OF HISTORY





	THE RECORD OF THE PAST 19 CENTURIES REVEALS THESE FACTS


	CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PROMINENT RELIGIOUS BODIES:





 
