Northside’s Website:  What Others Are Saying


(visit our site at:  http://members.tripod.com/~northsidecofc/index.html)





I wanted to let you hear some of the reactions we are getting from our Internet website.  These comments come from those who have signed the Guestbook on our web page.  If you haven’t visited our site recently, check it out!  It has been updated.  -joe-





From: Randy Burk (lafan@aol.com)  Date: Wed Mar 18 23:36:41 1998 


Great web page!!    Joe,  Great web page! Keep up the good work.   Randy ��From: Loren Parker (pezland@email.msn.com)  Date: Thu Mar 19 00:39:15 1998 


new site   Hey Joe great new look to the site. Like your links. keep up the good work.��From: Peggy Hicks (hicksfamily01@sprynet.com)   Date: Thu Mar 19 11:02:53 1998 


Northside's new website�Joe,�Thanks so much for letting me know about this new website. It's really a terrific piece of work!! �To all of you at Northside, I'd like to say hello. It's been about 7 years since we last saw some of you, and you are to be commended not only for your stand for the truth, but also for your desire that the whole counsel of God be heard. You are so very fortunate to have Joe Price working with you, but I know you already know that. Please keep up the terrific work there, and you can be sure that we'll visit you when we're up that way.��In Him,  Peggy & Terry Hicks ��From: Tom Roberts (www.flash.net/~woodmont)    Date: Thu Mar 19 12:52:01 1998 


Web Site   Hi Joe:�Just a note to let you know that I have visited and appreciate the work you have done on your web site. As soon as possible, I will get Stan to link your site to Woodmont's.  I hope you have great response to this effort to spread the gospel. �Brotherly,  Tom��From: Bruce Dehut (mville@on-net.net)    Date: Thu Mar 19 15:44:58 1998 


Nice new look to your page. Hope to see you in May/June while we are in Oregon.��From: Harold Stephens (stephens@intrastar.net)    Date: Fri Apr 10 22:09:26 1998 


The Spirit's Sword�Larry Hafley has been sending me your fine bulletin.  I am glad to have found your website.  Yours in our Lord,  Harold Stephens��From: Nina Kibler (kiblern@net66.net)  (Mattoon, Illinois)    Date: Wed Apr 15 06:22:31 1998


Website   I really appreciate the quality of your website. It has good eye appeal as well as an excellent resource for learning. Keep up the good work. 


“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you.”  (2 Thess. 3:1)


��        Assignments:  Sunday - April 19, 1998


  Announcements:  Jason Holt  


  Opening Prayer:  Jason Holt / Keith Alsobrook


  Closing Prayer:  Charles Fair / Willy Golightly


  Song Leader:  Gary Bass / Rusty McGrew


  Scripture Reading:  Rick Holt / Wesley Holt


  Lord’s Supper:  Loren Parker / Dan Head / Terry Haith


  Bldg. Cleanup (Apr. 25):  Gardner


�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)


The Northside church of Christ


Meeting at the North Bellingham Grange Hall  (  5201 Northwest Road  (  Bellingham, WA


Visit our Web Site on the Internet:  http://members.tripod.com/~northsidecofc/index.html
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Biblical Principles of Unity (Part 14):


Efforts to Defend Unity in Doctrinal Diversity





by:  Joe R. Price








Does Christ’s Teaching on Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage Lack Clarity?





B


rethren are becoming convinced that some Bible topics lack the clarity to allow us to form definitive conclusions based upon Bible study (compare such thinking with 2 Timothy 2:15 and 4:2).  The case is set forth in this manner:


“And the same can be applied to the issue of MDR. Adultery is clearly condemned.  But it is not always clear as to what is adultery.  Good arguments can be made on both sides.  I think that Paul was very clear on the issue in 1 Cor 7.  I don’t understand how anyone can miss it. But I also know that honest, very knowledgeable Christians who have better minds than mine hold an opposite position.  And their arguments are not without merit.”


If one is unsure about what constitutes adultery, it is not the word of God that is the culprit.  This much we can know:  We can understand God’s word on the subject of marriage, divorce and remarriage, and that includes the definition of adultery.  “...unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken?  For you will be speaking into the air.”  (1 Cor. 14:9)  Did the Holy Spirit, who put these words into the mouth of the apostle, follow His own instruction?  Or did the Spirit of God guide the apostles into “not always clear” truth when it came to divorce and remarriage?  This matter drives to the heart of how one views the understandable nature of the word of God.  (cf. Eph. 3:3-5; 5:17; 1 Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Pet. 3:16-18; 2 John 9).





Some of the “arguments” set forth regarding marriage, divorce and remarriage (cf. 1 Cor. 7:15) are wrong.  They cannot all be right (regardless of the honesty, knowledge and quality of minds involved in their development and presentation).  Can we preach the word of God on the subject divorce and remarriage with clarity, certainty and conviction?  Yes, we can and we should (2 Tim. 4:2).


(continued on page 2)


Defending Unity in Doctrinal Diversity.......








Living Apostle, or Living Word?





Are the apostles able to teach us God’s will on divorce and remarriage today?





“If Paul were here to tell me which position was correct then it would be simple, but since he is not, then I must leave some room for being wrong.”





Some do not really believe that the apostles can teach us today through their written words.  Please study 1 Corinthians 14:37 again:  “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.”  Could the apostles’ teaching only be understood when they were personally present?  Within the context of 1 Corinthians 14:37, the statement above casts doubt upon our ability to know “the commandments of the Lord,” since what Paul wrote is just that.  Do brethren really mean to be teaching such a thing?





“Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.”  (2 Thess. 2:15)  We can stand fast in the written word of the apostles.  Unless we can understand the written word, we cannot obey this commandment.





“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  (Heb. 4:12)  The doctrine of “unclear revelation” which leaves “room for being wrong” about divine truth which effects man’s salvation and standing before God offers man a butter knife instead of a sharpened sword.  A butter knife will not extract sin from one’s heart and life!  God’s word is able to  eradicate sin and replace it with righteousness, even though the inspired men who first proclaimed it are now dead (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 1:22-25).  It is their inspired word which lives and is powerful.  This “clarity doctrine” makes God’s word unsuitable for correcting sin and serving righteousness Rom. 6:17-18)





An emotionally-charged appeal is made to accept this line of human reasoning:  “That is, I must be humble enough to admit that I may be wrong and others may be right.”





Yes, I might be wrong and others may be right.  That has certainly been true in the past.  But of one thing I am absolutely certain:  The word of God is always right (Psa. 119:128).  And, since God’s word says we can and must “understand what the will of the Lord is,” my faith rests in a word from God which we can know and trust in everything that pertains to our soul’s salvation (Eph. 5:17; 2 Pet. 1:3-4).  Remember, humility causes us to consent to the sound words of Christ (1 Tim. 6:3-4).  It is not arrogant to trust in the living word of God (Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:22-25).








(to be continued)


“I'M THE EXCEPTION!"                                                             Notes�PRIVATE ��


{Scripture Reading:  Romans 2:1-11}





   A failing we must overcome is the abil�ity to see fault & areas that


need improve�ment in the lives of others, while being blinded to our


own faults - Matt. 7:1-5.





I.  "I'M THE EXCEPTION. "


   -Attitude of release from our spiritual obli�gations & respon. w/o fear of punishment.


  A.  Such An Attitude Ignores Personal Respon�sibility Before God - Gal. 6:5; 2 Cor. 5:10.


  B.  This Attitude Results From Pride - Lk. 18:9-14; 1 Cor. 10:12.


  C.  This Attitude Is Motivated by Self-Will (Pre�sump�tion) - Matt. 16:24-25; Lev. 10:1-2.


II.  OCCASIONS OF THE EXCEPTION ATTITUDE.


  A.  Sporadic Attendance Of Worship Services - Heb. 10:24-25.


  B.  Prayer - Lk. 18:1; 1 Ths. 5:17; Col. 4:1.


  C.  Bible Study - 2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Pet. 3:16-18.


  D.  Teaching Others - 2 Tim. 2:2; Acts 8:4.


  E.  MDR Responsibilities - Matt. 5:32; 19:6, 9.


  F.  Moral Purity - 1 Tim. 4:12; Jas. 1:27.


III.  EXCUSES OFFERED FOR NOT OBEYING GOD (Unaccept�able at the judgment):


	A.	"I Didn't Know" - Acts 17:30-31.


	B.	"I Didn't Have Time" - Eph. 5:16.


	C.	"I Did Some Good Things" - Matt. 7:21-23.


	D.	"I Wasn't As Bad As Others" - Gal. 6:4 (2 Cor. 10:12; cf. Matt. 7:3).








WHY SHOULD I ACCEPT ONLY THE


APOSTLES' TEACH�ING?�PRIVATE ��  Galatians 1


{Scripture Reading:  Galatians 1:8-12}





(Paul defends why one must live by the apostles' teaching (gospel, v. 7, 11)


& it alone as sufficient guide.)





I.  BECAUSE GOD'S GRACE IS ONLY REVEALED & RECEIVED THROUGH


    THE GOSPEL - v. 6-7.


  A.  Man's Need For Grace Is Apparent - Rom. 3:23-24.


  B.  Man's Access To Grace Is Available Through Christ & His Gospel - Rom. 5:1-2.


  C.  The Effects Of A Different Gos�pel - 1:6-7.


II. BECAUSE OF ITS AUTHORITY - v. 8-10.


  A.  The Apostles' Gospel Carries The Authori�ty Of Heaven - (Matt. 21:25) Heb. 1:1-2; 2:2-4.


		-The Father(Christ(Apos�tles [via Holy Spirit](New Testament (1 Cor. 14:37).


III. BECAUSE OF ITS ORIGIN - v. 11-24 .


  A.  The Gospel They Preached Came Through Revelation Of Christ - v. 11-12.


  B.  The Divine Source Of The Apostles' Teach�ing (Gospel) Is A Compelling Reason


       To Only Hear Them For ALL Our Spiritual Needs! - Jno. 16:13; Acts 2:42; 2 Tim. 3:16-17.


By what authority are you living, & to what gospel are you entrusting your immortal soul?!


( Welcome Visitors! (





( Please remember the sick: Beulah Walker, Terry Haith’s brother waiting for a lung transplant.


( Out of town:  Keith Alsobroo
