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IS GOD AN EVOLUTIONIST?

(or, How Did We Come Into Existence?)

by:  Joe Price

In April, 1992, scientists proclaimed the discovery of gaseous residue which they believe is evidence of the "Big-Bang" (a primeval explosion which they conjecture created the universe 15 billion years ago).

Theologians were quick to herald the harmony between the Big-Bang theory and the Biblical theme of creation.  Rev. Frederic B. Burnham, a science historian and director of the Trinity Institute said, "Christian cosmology and the Big Bang are very compatible understandings of the arrow of time...there was a beginning and there will be an end."

A 1991 Gallup poll of Americans showed that 47% believe that mankind was created by God in the last 10,000 years.  Only 9% polled said they believed mankind evolved without God, while 40% stated a belief that mankind has evolved during millions of years, but that God guided this process.  This last figure is interesting.  Many people are convinced they can harmonize the theory of organic evolution with the Biblical record of divine creation.  It cannot be done.  One must either deny the inspired record of creation or give up the humanistic philosophy of general evolution.  The question is: "Will we believe the Bible or not?"

The Bible says that God created the universe, including man, in six days (Gen. 1; Ex. 20:8-11).  In attempting to harmonize his faith with scientific theory, the religious evolutionist changes the meaning of "day" in Genesis 1 to "eons" or "ages."  This is a presumptuous handling of the word of God without grammatical support (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15).

Organic evolution says man is an animal who arrived here by chance.  The Bible says man is the result of the deliberate, creative planning of God (Gen. 1:26-27).  Theistic evolution cannot make these points agree.

Organic evolution asserts that man evolved from a one-celled creature to the fully developed organism he is today.  The Bible says exactly the opposite.  It reveals the creation of a man mature in body and intellect.  The evolutionary theologians don't like to discuss this!

No, God is not an evolutionist!  God did not use organic evolution and natural selection to create humanity.  Divine command produced the heavens and the earth:  "By the word of Jehovah were the heavens made, And all the host of them by the breath of his mouth" (Ps. 33:6).  Let there be no mistake:  Theistic evolutionists do not believe the Biblical record of creation!  Male and female were made "from the beginning of the creation" (Mk. 10:6).  So said Jesus.

______________

I LOVE TO TELL (AND HEAR) THE STORY

by:  Joe Price

Whenever I begin to think, "I have already preached that," or "what can I say that has not already been said," I remember a familiar song we sing:  "I love to tell the story, For those who know it best.  Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest."  And another song often rings in my ear, "Tell me the story of Jesus, Write on my heart every word; Tell me the story most precious, Sweetest that every was heard."  I remember that the story of Jesus is timeless and timely.  The gospel never grows irrelevant (Heb. 4:12).  All of it is needed by us all, and those who know the story the best will never grow tired of hearing it.  We need to know and live every part of that grand old story of the cross of Jesus and the love of God.  We need to drink deeply from the well of truth which springs forth from God's inspired scriptures.

Gospel preachers must never become apprehensive of preaching what needs to be preached -- regardless of how often they have already preached it.  The apostle Paul set the example when he said, "To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not irksome (grievous, KVJ), but for you it is safe" (Phil. 3:1).  Peter knew the benefit of repeating truth which was already known:  "Wherefore I shall be ready always to put you in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and are established in the truth which is with you" (2 Pet. 1:12).  The constant warnings and reminders of the gospel protect us from sin and exhort us to new heights of faithfulness (Col. 1:9-11).

Truth is not new.  Truly, "If it is the truth, it is not new, and if it is new, it is not the truth."  Preachers need to be careful not to grow weary of preaching the simple gospel message of salvation in Christ!  We should not look for "some new thing" to proclaim (Acts 17:21).  By this exhortation we do not mean to dismiss personal study and growth in Bible knowledge.  Rather, we intend to warn against preaching any message which has more to do with human wisdom than the divine will (1 Cor. 1:21-25; 2:1-5).   My fellow preacher, leave the financial seminars to the economic advisers, the pep rallies to the high school football team, and the psychological counseling sessions to the trained professionals.  Our divine edict is to "preach the word" (2 Tim. 4:2).  The message we proclaim must be anchored in divine truth.  We must appeal to mankind to submit to God's will by obeying the gospel of Christ.  We must preach the gospel -- the wisdom of God!  Our eternal salvation and that of our audience depends upon proclaiming and obeying the gospel (1 Tim. 4:16; 1 Cor. 9:24-27).  And, it ought to go without saying that every Christian should demand gospel preaching from preachers (2 Tim. 4:3-5)!

However, just as some preachers have become tired of preaching the "old, old story," some brethren also tire of hearing it.  Has the story of God's love, mercy and grace become boring to you?  Is the grand old story of Jesus and the truth He has revealed for us "outdated" in your way of thinking?  Well, whenever we start longing to hear something new (different) we had better be careful -- our ears are starting to itch (2 Tim. 4:3-4)!  Whenever we start to complain about hearing God's truth - on any subject - we are dangerously close to compromise with sin and error.  We do not advocate "hobby riding," but we must always advocate the defense of truth (Jude 3).  You see, some today express the notion that they are tired of hearing about such things as marriage, divorce and remarriage, fellowship, the work and organization of the church, Bible patterns, etc.  Likewise, I suspect that some brethren in years past also grew weary of hearing such topics as instrumental music in worship, central oversight of churches versus congregational autonomy, etc.  Even further back into history, we may rightfully suggest that some brethren tired of hearing about justification by faith in Christ and not the Law of Moses (Gal. 2:16-21; 5:1-4), immorality (1 Cor. 6:12-20), and the deity of Christ (1 Jno. 2:18-23; 4:1-3).  Did such attitudes of weariness cause the apostles of Christ to "back off" or "tone down" their defense and proclamation of the truth?  God forbid (Gal. 2:5; Phil. 1:16; 2 Tim. 4:2; Jude 3)!  How then, can we have any less love for hearing, obeying and defending the truth today?  If we do not maintain a constant love for the truth, we will inevitably believe a lie and perish in sin (2 Ths. 2:10-12).  Our spiritual perception must be revitalized and restored through vigilant Bible study and obedience to all of God's revealed will (2 Tim. 2:15; Col. 2:6-7; Heb. 5:8-9).

Remember, truth never grows tiresome to truth-lovers.  How about you?

____________

SHORT COURSE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

Scripture Reading:  John 16:7-15

This overview will hopefully provide easy & helpful answers you can use

in more study & teaching of others.

I.
WHO THE HOLY SPIRIT IS (HIS NATURE).

  A.  He Is Deity - God - Acts 5:3-4.

  B.  He Is A Divine Person - Not Impersonal Force.

    1.  
His works show this - Acts 1:16; Jno. 14:26; 1 Cor. 2:11; 1 Cor. 12:11).

    2.  
Pronouns in NT reveal this - 1 Jno. 16:13.

II. WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS DONE .

  A.  He Inspired The OT Prophets Of God - (1 Pet. 1:10-11) 2 Pet. 1:21.

  B.  He Immersed The Apostles With Himself (His Power ( H. S. Baptism).

    1.  
A promise to apostles, fulfilled by Jesus - cf. Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:2-5 (2:1-4).

    2.  
Acts 1:8 - Revelation, 1 Cor. 2:10; Inspiration, l Cor. 2:13; Confirmation, 1 Cor. 2:4-5.

  C.  He Fell Upon Cornelius & House To Testify That Gentiles Can Be Saved - Acts 15:7-9

       (11:15; 10:44-47).

  D.  He Gave Miraculous Gifts To Confirm & Spread The Gospel (Heb. 2:3-4; Mk. 16:17-20).

III.  WHAT HE IS DOING TODAY.

  A.  He Is Using His Product - The Word Of Truth - To Accomplish Human Redemption.

        {Agency}

    1.  Jno. 16:8.; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; Rom. 8:14; 1:16. Jas. 1:21-22; Rom. 8:16 (1 Jno. 2:5).

    2.  Every action of the H.S. in conviction & conversion is accomplished by means of the word

         He revealed!  (Rom. 1:16; 10:17; Eph. 6:17).

  B.  He Has Fellowship With Christians - Phil. 2:1.

    1.  
"Spirit dwells in you" - Equivalent to "Christ in you."   HOW?

         -By faith (cf. Eph. 3:17; Jno. 14:23) -- As the word of Christ dwells in us!

    2.  
He communes with Christians! - 1 Jno. 3:23-24; 4:12-13.

IV.  WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT DOING TODAY.

  A.  He Is Not Baptizing People With Himself.  (UPC ( "New birth" - cf. Eph. 4:5)

  B.  He Is Not Distributing Miraculous Spiritual Gifts Today - 1 Cor. 13:8-10.

  C.  He Is Not Revealing New Truth - Jno. 16:13 ( (Jude 3).

  D.  He Is Not Enlightening People Apart From The Word Of Truth - Rom. 1:16 (Psa. 119:105).

  E.  He Is Not Personally Indwelling People's Bodies -  l Cor. 6:19.

       -Speaks of fellowship - cf. Father & Son (Jno. 14:23; Col. 1:27).

_________________

NOTEWORTHY NEWS

(Current events in the light of Scripture)

Police: Father kills 5-year-old twins with sledgehammer

PITTSBURGH (AP) -- A man bludgeoned his 5-year-old twins to death with a sledgehammer Thursday because they were slow in getting ready for day care, police said.

   "I just lost it," police quoted Vincent Spik, 37, as saying. He was jailed on homicide charges. Investigators said Spik also was agitated that he could find only one of the Power Rangers masks that his children wanted to take to day care.

   "He knew they were going to be upset because he couldn't find both the masks," Lt. Charles Gerlach said.  Spik called police in suburban Findlay Township and said,

   "I've just killed my children," according to police. Spik, cell phone  in  hand,  was waiting  for  investigators  in front of his house.

   His son, Robert, was found in a pool of blood on the couch, and his daughter, Emily, was found in front of the TV set. Both had suffered multiple blows. The girl was dead at the house. The boy died later of head injuries at a hospital.

Spik's 35-year-old wife, Susan, was at work as a bank clerk. Spik works at a business that makes high-tech doors.

   Allegheny County police Superintendent Thomas Sturgeon said: "He thinks he just snapped. However, he had time enough after he snapped to go down to the cellar and get a hammer."

   A neighbor said the family seemed happy and financially comfortable. Spik often played with his children outside, said 70-year-old Mary Daniels, who lives next door. The twins splashed around in a backyard pool, rode bikes and drove little electric cars around the trim neighborhood.

   Police had never been called to the house before.

---What a horrible crime!  What tragedy sin produces!  Why did these children lose their lives?  Because their father lost 5-10 minutes?  Because their Power Ranger masks were lost?  No, because their father did not control himself.  In a fit of anger he destroyed his family.  Please, please, control your temper!  (Read Prov. 14:29; 16:32; Jas. 1:19-20)      -Joe Price
