Noteworthy News


(Current events in the light of Scripture)





Rights of homosexuals a crucial issue for Anglican summit


By ROBERT BARR, Associated Press


		LONDON -- (AP) -- A decade after a sharp debate on the ordination of women, the Anglican church is heading for a global conference that could see a fight over the rights of homosexuals. 


		Though some bishops have ordained openly homosexual priests -- and two gay men had their union blessed last month at an Episcopal church in New Jersey -- other Anglicans regard homosexuality as an abomination and condemn the ordination of gays. 


		The Lambeth Conference, which begins Saturday in London and is held every 10 years, is the main forum for debate for leaders of the world's 70 million Anglicans. These include Episcopalians in the United States. 


		Each national church is free to go its own way -- as they have done in ordaining women. Some do, some don't -- and churches in Canada, New Zealand and the United States have elevated 11 women to bishops. Some bishops, however, have threatened to boycott any conference events involving the women bishops. 


		The Archbishop of Canterbury, leader of the worldwide communion affiliated with the Church of England, hopes to avoid similar bitterness about the ordination of gays by calling for more study and reflection on the issue. 


		“I am all too conscious that some will come wanting a showdown on the issue of homosexuality and seek categorical assurances from the assembled gathering for a final, definitive opinion,” Archbishop George Carey said earlier this year. 


		“I am sure this would be a serious error. Such a move would dominate the entire agenda and confirm the world's suspicions that we are obsessed with issues of gender and sexuality,” he said. “Homosexuality will be considered calmly, theologically and in a Christian way, but we must not allow it to sideline such crucial concerns as the mission of the church in the new millennium, relationships with Islam, our ministry to young people and the urgent matter of international debt.”


Bishop Duncan Buchanan of Johannesburg will preside over the debate on homosexuality -- an issue he predicts “will throw its shadow pretty much over the present conference.”


		“There are some people who would want to say that the question of homosexuality is not fundamental to the faith. Other people would say it is. One of my jobs at Canterbury is to try to balance the whole lot of it,” Buchanan said.  (Published Thursday, July 16, 1998, in the Miami Herald)


Commentary by Joe Price:  HOMOSEXUAL “RIGHTS”..........


1.  The right to know that the Bible defines homosexuality as sin - Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.


2.  The right to know that the wages of sin is death - Romans 6:23.


3.  The right to hear the gospel, be convicted of their sin, repent and be forgiven - Acts 2:36-38; 1 Cor. 6:11; Rev. 9:20-21.


4.  The right to be loved enough to be told the truth about their lifestyle - Genesis 18:20-19:29; Galatians 4:16.


5.  The right to face the eternal consequences of their choice - Galatians 6:7-8; Romans 2:4-11 .
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�          (Assignments:  July 19, 1998(


   Announcements:  Morris Bass





   Opening Prayer: Morris Bass / Willie Golightly





   Closing Prayer:  Shane Bass / Loren Parker





   Song Leader:  Rusty McGrew / Aaron Bass





   Scripture Reading:  Shane Bass / Philip Price





   Lord’s Supper: Rick Holt / Jason Holt / Wesley Holt





   Building Cleanup:  Jess & Connie Bass


�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)


The Northside church of Christ


Meeting at the North Bellingham Grange Hall  (  5201 Northwest Road  (  Bellingham, WA
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