Noteworthy News


(Current events in the light of Scripture)





Swissair Crash Relatives Head For Nova Scotia


   GENEVA (Reuters) - Between 80 and 90 bereaved family members who lost relatives on the doomed Swissair plane that crashed off Canada this week left Geneva on a special flight Friday for Halifax, Nova Scotia, officials said.


   Many of the grieving family members were dressed in black. The rest of the 127 people on aboard were Swissair assistance staff and technical experts. 


   In all, 229 people perished when flight 111 en route from New York to Geneva crashed on Wednesday night in the Atlantic off Nova Scotia. They included 41 Swiss passengers and crew members.





Commentary (Joe R. Price)


	We join the world in expressing our sympathies to those who lost family and loved ones in the crash of Swissair Flight 111 last Wednesday.  The horror of such an event is almost unimaginable.  As for the living, we can learn valuable and soul-saving lessons from such tragic events, if we are willing to listen to, learn from and live the truth of God.


	Once, when innocent people met a tragic and unexpected demise, Jesus used the event to rivet attention upon the wages of sin and the need to immediately repent of sin.  He said, 


“Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things?  I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.  Or those eighteen on whom the tower of Siloam fell and killed them, do you think they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”  (Lk. 13:2-5)


	Suffering in this life is not an automatic gauge of one’s sinfulness (cf. Jesus - 1 Pet 2:21-23).  “Time and chance” happens to us all (Eccl. 9:11).  Sometimes bad things happen to good people, and good things happen to the wicked.  But, through all of life’s uncertainties there is a constant which we must remember -- our sins will find us out and cause us to be eternally lost unless we repent (Num. 32:23; Rom. 6:23).


	Temporal tragedies cannot always be avoided.  But spiritual ones can.  So, Jesus used the catastrophes of this life to persuade us to prevent eternal calamity.  Use your time wisely.  Repent of sin and live for Jesus.  Be ready when physical death comes, so that you may live with God forever.
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�      Assignments:  September 6, 1998





  Announcements:  Morris Bass





  Opening Prayer:  Morris Bass / Gary Bass





  Closing Prayer:  Charles Fair / Shane Bass





  Song Leader:  Rusty McGrew / Dan Head





  Scripture Reading: Aaron Bass / Jess Bass





  Lord’s Supper: Ed D. / Keith A. / Philip P.





  Building Cleanup:  Hollister


�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)
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Making A Difference


Joe R. Price





	Every kind thing you do...no matter how it appears to others, makes a difference.....


One At A Time


A friend of ours was walking down a deserted Mexican beach at sunset. As he walked along, he began to see another man in the distance. As he grew nearer, he noticed that the local native kept leaning down, picking something up and throwing it out into the water. Time and again he kept hurling things out into the ocean.





As our friend approached even closer, he noticed that the man was picking up starfish that had been washed up on the beach and, one at time, he was throwing them back into the water.





Our friend was puzzled. He approached the man and said, "Good evening, friend. I was wondering what you are doing."





"I'm throwing these starfish back into the ocean. You see, it's low tide right now and all of these starfish have been washed up onto the shore.  If I don't throw them back into the sea, they'll die up here from lack of oxygen."





"I understand," my friend replied, "but there must be thousands of starfish on this beach. You can't possibly get to all of them. There are simply too many. And don't you realize this is probably happening on hundreds of beaches all up and down this coast. Can't you see that you can't possibly make a difference?"





The local native smiled, bent down and picked up yet another starfish, and as he threw it back into the sea, he replied, "made a difference to that one!"





		Doing good is that way.  One day at a time.  One soul at a time.  One good deed at a time.  Nothing goes unnoticed by our God (Matt. 10:42).  We may never do some “great thing” as men count greatness.  But every humble service rendered to another soul is great in the sight of God and will be rewarded (Matt. 20:26; 25:34-40).


(Story supplied by Kent Heaton)


THOUGHTS ON INFLUENCE


Joe R. Price





		It seems that I was the object of somebody's dream one night (or, maybe it was a nightmare!).  Anyway, the man who had the dream called me the next day to tell me about it.  I had met him about four years earlier as a result of the "What Saith The Scripture?" radio program I hosted at the time.  During that period we had several Bible discussions, and I had given him some cassette tapes of the program.  It was four years later when he called to tell me he still listened to the taped Bible studies I had given him.  On that particular night, while listening to one of them, he fell asleep with the earphone in his ear (and hence, the dream with me in it).		





We just never know how far reaching and lasting our influence is on others.  This set me to thinking about the nature of influence.  We all have it.  It is a valuable possession which deserves our careful vigilance.  It can be used for great good or great harm.  It is a silent workman, laboring when we slumber as well as working while we are awake.  Once damaged, influence is not easily repaired.  Guard it and use it wisely.  It can be a great asset to godliness, or it can greatly destroy it.





	Our influence works even when we know nothing about it.  Even though you may take it for granted, rest assured that your influence is at work every day.  The Christian must always be the salt of the earth and light of the world (Matt. 5:13-16).  What type of influence are you having as a parent?  As a husband or wife?  As a neighbor?  As an employer and/or employee?  As a friend?  As a Christian?





	It is vitally important that we develop and maintain a godly influence.  Since we all have an effect upon the people around us, we must cultivate those qualities of heart and life which show Christ to others.  Like Cor�nelius, may it be said of us that we are devout, God-fearing folks (Acts 10:1-2, 22)?  Remember that a bad influence can be changed through repentance (cf. Paul, Gal. 1:22-24), but it takes diligent effort.  Let us all work on the quality of our influence.





	Be protective of your influence.  It is sobering to think how easily a good name and influence can be damaged.  Give thought to the impact your attitudes, words and deeds will have upon others.  To lightly regard one's influence can cause damaging and sorrowful effects down the road.  Be careful - what you say and do today may carry an influence with it for years to come.  Be sure that influence is godly.  





The things you do for God today will influence others for years to come.  Others are watching you.  What are they seeing?


Good Eyes								 	       Notes


(Scripture Reading:  Luke 11:33-36)





1.  Sight is used to speak of man’s spiritual perception - Matt. 13:14-15.


2.  Lk. 11:34 - An eye is likened to a lamp which shows the body which way to move and turn.





I.  OUR EYES MUST BE FOCUSED UPON HEAVENLY TREASURES - Matt. 6:19-23.


  A.  We Must Open Our Eyes.


  B.  We Must Have & Develop Our Spiritual Perception (a “trained eye”).


  C.  Our Eyes (Spiritual Perception) Must Be Focused On Heavenly Treasures - Matt. 6:19-23.


II. LET US RAISE THE LEVEL OF OUR SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION SO THAT WE HAVE


    EYES THAT SEE (know) THE VALUE OF:


  A.  Lost Souls - Lk. 15:8-10.


  B.  The Truth Of The Gospel - Prov. 23:23; Psa. 19:8, 10-11; 119:127-128.


  C.  Gospel Preaching - 1 Cor. 1:18-25; Rom. 10:8-17.


  D.  The Church Of Christ - 1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 1:22-23; 3:21; 5:25-27.


  E.  Heaven - Rev. 21:1.








“I Am”


(Scripture Reading:  Romans 1:14-17)





1.  Paul’s persistent endurance is a source of admiration & imitation - Phil. 3:12-14; 2 Cor. 12:10.


2.  Rom. 1:14-16 - 3 great "I AM's."  "Outside of Christ you may wish to be; outside of Christ


    you may long to be;  outside of Christ you may hope to be -- But in Christ you are.” (Roy Laurin)





I.	I AM A DEBTOR - Rom. 1:14.


  A.  To Preach The Gospel To All Men - 1 Cor. 9:16.


  B.  Paul Was A Debtor To Christ, The Lost, And Christians.


II.	I AM READY - Rom. 1:15.


  A.  To Preach The Gospel - 2 Cor. 12:15.


  B.  Willingness To Serve Christ - Matt. 26:40-41.


  C.  Readiness Is Shown In Doing - 2 Cor. 8:11.


III.  I AM NOT ASHAMED - Rom.1:16; Mk.8:38.


  A.  Not Embarrassed Of The Gospel - 1 Cor. 1:23; 2 Tim. 1:8; 1 Pet. 4:16.


  B.  Not Disappointed In The Gospel - Heb. 10:32-34; 2 Tim. 1:12.


  C.  Our Lives Should Reflect Respect/Honor For Christ & The Gospel - 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Pet. 4:16.


 Welcome Visitors!





(Young men’s training class tonight at 5:00 PM.


(Remember the sick:  Beulah Walker, Mavis Fair, N’Kole Holp, Connie Gardner’s mother, Ruby Bass’ grandmother, Bobbie McGrew’s brother, Terry Haith’s brother.


(Out of town: Keith Alsobrook.


(Joe Price will leave for Kaunas, Lithuania on Monday,


Sept. 7 and will return the 26th.  Please pray for this gospel work and his safe journey.











