NOTEWORTHY NEWS


(Current events in the light of Scripture)





Death row escapee found dead in Texas creek


December 3, 1998�Web posted at: 11:34 p.m. EDT (2334 GMT) 





     HUNTSVILLE, Texas (CNN) -- The body of death row escapee Martin Gurule was found floating beneath a bridge in a river near the state prison, officials said Thursday. 


     Gurule, 29, was wearing the same prison uniform he wore on Thanksgiving when he ran through a hail of bullets fired by guards and leaped over two fences topped by razor wire, Texas Department of Criminal Justice spokesman Larry Todd said. 


     "He had the tennis shoes on that we knew he was wearing, the same watch that we knew he had from our property inventory," prison official Larry Fitzgerald said. 


     Two off-duty prison transportation officers who were fishing on their day off discovered the body in Harmon Creek, less than a mile away from the prison. 





Commentary


     The recent jail break in Huntsville, TX reminds us that “the way of the transgressor is hard” (Prov. 13:15).  Government has the right to prosecute and punish criminals.  This right has been given to our civil authorities by God Himself (Rom. 13:1-4).  We can thank God for His “ministers” (servants) who fulfill their God-given roles to protect citizens from criminal activities.


     If this man had succeeded in escaping from prison, would he have really been free?  No, he would have been on the run for the rest of his life.  Sin is that way, too.  Many think they will escape the problems and punishment which sin causes if they will ignore it, claim it does not exist, or otherwise flee from what is holy and good.  But these are futile attempts to avoid reality: “...for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage” (2 Pet. 2:19).  “The wages of sin is death” -- “the way of the transgressor is hard” (Rom. 6:23; Prov. 13:15).  There is only one escape from sin which succeeds, and that is fleeing to Jesus (Rom. 6:23; Matt. 10:28-30).  Only when sinners believe and obey Him will they be freed from the confinement of sin (Jno. 8:24, 31-32). -joe-


��


     Assignments (December 6, 1998)	





  Announcements:  Morris Bass


  Opening Prayer: . Bass / W. Golightly


  Closing Prayer: C. Fair / K. Alsobrook


  Song Leader: R. McGrew / C. Gardner


  Scripture Reading: J. Bass / P. Price


  Lord’s Supper: R. Holt / J. Holt / C. Holp


  Building Cleanup:  Holt





�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD


“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)


The Northside church of Christ


Meeting at the North Bellingham Grange Hall  (  5201 Northwest Road  (  Bellingham, WA


Visit our Websites:  http://www.davisinet.com/northsidecofc


http://www2.fortunecity.com/millennium/zebedee/348
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Broadening the Borders of Fellowship�Steve Klein


�     In one sense, the church is open to everyone who responds to God's call through the gospel (Romans 10:12). In another sense, the church is a very exclusive institution, retaining only those who will follow a narrow and difficult way, subject themselves to unpopularity and ridicule, and refuse to participate in any religious practice designed by men to please themselves.  The church is the body of the saved and is composed of the few individuals who are saved (Ephesians 5:23; Luke 13:23-24). �     Not many of the rich, the wise or the mighty heed the call of the gospel (1 Corinthians 1:26). And among those who do, there is often dissatisfaction with the lack of worldly status, influence, size and popularity of the church.  Consequently, they begin to search for ways to allow more people into their spiritual fellowship -- to relax or do away with restrictions which distance them from other religious people. In the name of grace, tolerance, and brotherhood they commence lobbying for acceptance of those teaching doctrines contrary to the doctrine of Christ. "After all," they say, "no one knows all the truth." They also urge acceptance and fellowship of those caught up in blatant immorality (such as adultery). "After all," they say, "all of us sin." And so, by their smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of unwary church members (per Romans 16:18).  Backs are patted and ears are tickled.


     Fellowship becomes virtually all-inclusive. Eventually, the church is so permeated by worldliness that it becomes the world. The "little leaven" of immorality they let in "leavens the whole lump," and  false  teachers  whose  mouths  are  not  stopped  "subvert  whole households" (1


Corinthians 5:6; Titus 1:10-11).�     Friends and brethren, a flock of  sheep  can be protected  if  it  is kept  within fences.  Taking the fences down or widening the gate to the sheepfold  will  not increase the size of the flock; it will only expose  the  sheep to  wolves and / or encourage the sheep to wander off  (cf. Acts 20:28-29). Let us determine to keep the fences up.                                                   (The Oakland Exhorter, Dec. 13, 1998)


Controversy, Debate, and the Progress of Truth


Ron Halbrook





Although churches of Christ used to be known for actively pursuing opportunities for debates with other groups on a wide range of subjects, just as was done in New Testament times, many brethren today have succumbed to the popular delusion that we can convert people without confronting and uprooting sin and error.  Bill Crews recently wrote about "Churches of Christ, Past and Present," including these comments:





Let me tell you what nearly all churches of Christ used to be like.





Their preachers were ready to defend their religious faith and practice and to discuss differences, publicly or privately, with anyone.  They challenged teachers of error to public debates and never refused honorable discussion of differences.  They believed that teachers of the truth had nothing to fear and that the truth would always stand out in open, honorable discussion.


	But the success of rapid growth and new generations of members not grounded in New Testament truth and some who have wanted things to be otherwise have largely changed this picture for most churches of Christ.  An old story is being acted out all over again.  History is repeating itself.  Today many churches of Christ are not concerned about respecting the authority of God's word in all things.  Many unauthorized innovations have been introduced.  Many members look upon the churches of Christ as constituting another denomination among denominations.  Most preachers are completely uninterested in and fearful of discussions, public or private, of religious differences.  They seem more interested in getting along, fitting in, attracting and holding numbers, friendly competition, and "dialogue."  Most will refuse a challenge to public debate, especially upon issues within churches of Christ.  Desire for recognition, acclaim, acceptance strongly influence.  Apostasy is the order of the day.


	But there are still some churches of Christ that are concerned about being churches after the New Testament order.


-[Park Forest Proclaimer (published by Park Forest Church of Christ, 9923 Sunny Cline Dr., Baton Rogue, LA 70814), pp. 6-7]





-(Excerpt of personal letter from Ron Halbrook to Dr. Robert Wilkin,


dated Jan. 22, 1996, used by permission)





JESUS OF NAZARETH:  Childhood To Adulthood (Part 3) 		Notes


(Scripture Reading:  Luke 2:8-20)





I.  GOD'S PROTECTION OF THE CHILD & HIS PARENTS - cf. Lk. 2:40.


  A.  Flight Into Egypt To Escape Herod's Treachery - Matt. 2:13-15


  B.  From Egypt To Nazareth - Matt. 2:19-23; Lk. 2:4, 40.


II.  HIS LOWLY ESTATE: A BLESSING & A STUMBLING BLOCK.


  A.  He Should Be Called A “Nazarene” - Matt. 2:23; Jno. 1:45-46; Jno. 7:41-42, 52.


  B.  A Carpenter's Son - Matt. 13:54-58. Mk. 6:3; 1 Ths. 4:11-12; 2 Ths. 3:10.


  C.  His Lowly Estate Was Indeed A Stone Of Stumbling & A Rock Of Offense


        To Many--Lk. 2:34. (Falling - Rom. 9:32-33; Rising - Jno. 1:12)


III. HIS GROWTH FROM CHILDHOOD TO MANHOOD.


  A.  Childhood - Lk. 2:40, 51; cf. Eph. 6:1-3.


  B.  Youth - Lk. 2:52.


  C.  Adulthood - Lk. 3:23; Jno. 2:3-5.


												


THE SABBATH


(Scripture Reading:  Exo. 20:8-11)





I.  DEFINITION OF “SABBATH”  (cease, desist).


  A.  It Was Assigned To The Seventh Day Of The Week - Exo. 20:10; Deut. 5:13.


  B.  Sunday Is Not To Be Confused With The Sabbath Day - Mk. 16:1-2.


II.  WHEN WAS SABBATH OBSERVANCE ESTABLISHED?


  A.  At Mount Sinai - Neh. 9:13-14; cf. Exo. 16:25-30; 20:8-11; Deut. 5.


  B.  The Sabbath Was Not Given At Creation! - Gen. 2:2; Exo. 20:11.


III. TO WHOM WAS THE SABBATH GIVEN?


  A.  To The Nation Of Israel - Exo. 31:13, 16-17; Deut. 5:2-3 (12-14).


  B.  Not To All Men (Gentiles) - Ezek. 20:9-12 (Eph. 2:11-12).


IV. WHY WAS ISRAEL GIVEN THE SABBATH?


  A.  It Was A Sign Between God & Israel - Exo. 31:13, 17.


  B.  It Was A Memorial To Cause Israel To Remember How God Has Delivered


       Them Egyptian Bondage - Deut. 5:15.


V.  HOW LONG WAS ISRAEL TO OBSERVE THE SABBATH?


  A.  Until The End Of Israel’s Obligation To The Law Of Moses - Exo. 31:13, 16-17;


        (age-lasting in nature) - Exo. 40:15; Heb. 7:11-12; Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:13, 1:1-2.


      -Discharged from OT law (Rom. 7:6), done away (2 Cor. 3:14), taken out of the way


      (Col. 2:14), abolished (Eph. 2:15), no longer under it (Gal. 3:25).


VI.  THE SABBATH IS NOT BINDING UPON ANY PERSON TODAY.


  A.  The Law Commanding It Is No Longer Binding - Col. 2:14-17.


  B.  The Gospel Of Christ Assigns A Different Day For Different Reasons - Acts 20:6-7.


Concl. - (1) Gal. 5:2-4 - Debtor, severed, no grace.  (Rom. 3:20 - No justifica.)


(2)  Heb. 4:9-11 - Now is the time to 
