Noteworthy News

(Current events in the light of Scripture)



Study Suggests Chocolate Lovers Live Longer



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

   LONDON -- Scientists already have suggested that eating chocolate may make you happy. Now they say men who indulge in chocolates may live longer. 

   A study of 7,841 Harvard male graduates found that chocolate and candy eaters -- regardless of how voracious their appetite for goodies -- live almost a year longer than those who abstain. 

   The researchers from Harvard University's School of Public Health, whose study was published in this week's issue of the British Medical Journal, said they don't know why this is. They speculate, however, that antioxidants present in chocolate may have a health benefit. 

   The scientists stress their findings are preliminary, and other experts caution that the research does not prove the results can be attributed to the antioxidants. 

   In the study, those who ate a “moderate” amount of sweets -- allowing themselves only one to three candy bars a month -- fared the best, having a 36 percent lower risk of death compared with non-candy eaters. 

   Although they fared worse than the moderates, the more ardent confectionery eaters -- classified as those treating themselves to three or more sweets a week -- still lived longer than those who had banished candy from their lives, with a 16 percent decreased risk of death. 

   Scientists previously have found that chocolate contains phenols, antioxidant chemicals also present in wine.  Antioxidants prevent fat-like substances in the blood from oxidizing and clogging the arteries. 

   “It's raising a hypothesis that, if true, would bring cheer to those who like chocolate,” said I-Min Lee, an epidemiology professor at Harvard who led the research.



COMMENTARY

     Now this is good news!  Chocolate without a guilty conscience!  Which got me to thinking about other things in life that we ought to have a guilty conscience about but all too often, don’t.

     We must turn away from “the pleasures of sin” which only last for a short time (Heb. 11:25).  However, the temptation to indulge the flesh is great, and many give in to its allurement, to the destruction of their homes, their lives, their loved ones and finally, their souls.  Every person who wants to live with God in heaven must “cast off the works of darkness” (Rom. 13:12).

     Life on this earth is, at best, very brief.  God allows us to enjoy life, but He reminds us that our eternal life depends upon whether we are living for Him now (Eccl. 2:24-26; 12:13-14).  -jrp-

��

     Assignments (Dec. 20, 1998)	



  Announcements: Rick Holt

  Opening Prayer: Rick Holt / Shane Bass

  Closing Prayer:  Loren Parker/Rick Holt

  Song Leader:  Dan Head / Aaron Bass

  Scripture Reading:  Willie G / Chris Holp

  Lord’s Supper: R McGrew/J Bass/W Holt

  Building Cleanup:  Aaron & Ruby Bass

�THE SPIRIT’S SWORD

“And take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17)

The Northside church of Christ

Meeting at the North Bellingham Grange Hall  (  5201 Northwest Road  (  Bellingham, WA

Visit our Web Sites:  http://www.davisinet.com/northsidecofc

http://www2.fortunecity.com/millennium/zebedee/348



Volume II, No. 44                                                                                                                                                                       December 20, 1998

The Rule Of Law

Joe R. Price



We are hearing a good deal these days about the “rule of law.”  The President of the United States is being impeached in order to uphold the “rule of law.”  This week, the President ordered the bombing of military and other key installations in Baghdad, Iraq, because Saddam Hussein refuses to abide by the “rule of law” (i.e., allow the U. N. inspectors to the job he agreed to allow them to do).  According to U. S. Secretary of State Madeline Albright, it is Hussein’s refusal to honor the “rule of law” that this military action is being carried out.  (Ironic, isn’t it, that a President who is impeached for violating the “rule of law” seeks to punish another leader for his violation of the “rule of law!”)



We all live under the rule of law.  Without it, not only does political chaos and anarchy result, spiritual and moral anarchy also reigns (Judges 21:25).  The righteousness of God will not be found where mob rule holds sway (Jas. 1:20).  Without the rule of law, the weak are oppressed and the strong are 
empowered
.  Justice is destroyed (Hosea 4:1-3; Amos 5:10-15).



The moral and spiritual law all men answer to is the gospel of Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:2; Jas. 1:25, 21-22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21).  His gospel went forth from Jerusalem to all nations in fulfillment of the prophecy that He would rule the nations (Matt. 28:19-20; Lk. 24:46-47; Isa. 2:2-4; Psa. 110:1-4).  The gospel calls all men everywhere to repent.  We will all be judged by Christ (Acts 17:30-31).



The choice is yours (Josh. 24:15).  Will you honor the “rule of law” and obey the gospel of Jesus  (Matt. 6:33)?  Will you be freed from your sins so that you will live in heaven when you die (Matt. 7:21-27; Heb. 5:9)?  The penalty for violating God’s “rule,” unless one repents and obeys Jesus, is eternal death (Rom. 6:23).  The grace of God will save us from our sin, but it also teaches us to honor and live by the rule of God’s law in our lives (Titus 2:11-12).

Cookie Cutter Cut-Outs?

Larry Ray Hafley

��It is argued that Christians and churches should not be alike.  They should not be “cookie cutter cut-outs.” Both should be allowed to explore and express their uniqueness, their individuality.  It has been tried. Individually, it has resulted in idolatry, superstition, and confusion combined with every evil work (Acts 17; Corinth). Congregationally, the philosophy has produced denominationalism, the religious counterpart to the “diversity” spawned by the tower of Babel.�So, thanks, but no thanks. The handwriting is on the wall. The “do your own thing” concept has been weighed and found wanting (Jud. 21:25).



So, is there no room for self expression, for personal distinction in the kingdom of God? Yes, there is room for it. The comparison of the people of God with the human body and its varied members bears that out.  We are not the same. We are not expected to be (Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-30). We cannot be--”If the whole body were an eye, where were the�hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?”  What is Romans 14 but a “how to” chapter dealing with individuals and their diversity?



Local churches, too, have their own distinct personalities (Rev. 1-3; Cf. the Philippians with the Galatians and/or the Corinthians). Some churches are to be emulated and imitated (2 Cor. 9:2; 1 Thess. 2:14).  Others are to be warned, and, if not penitent, removed (Rev. 2:5, 19-24).



Is there, though, no uniformity, no concurrent conformity, no particular, specific marks of identification that are to characterize churches and individuals? If you say, “no,” how do you explain the following? 



   “Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” (Rom. 16:17).

   “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). �   “Let us keep living by that same standard....Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us” (Phil. 3:16). 

   “For this cause have I sent unto you Timothy...who shall put you in remembrance of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every church” (1 Cor. 4:17). 

   “Only, as the Lord hath distributed to each man, as God hath called each, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all the churches” (1 Cor. 7:17).

�“Who (O.T. priests and their service under the law of Moses) serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount” (Heb. 8:5).



Yes, judgment will be rendered on an individual, case by case, level; Distinct, individual ability and opportunity will be considered (Matt. 25; Rom. 2:1-11). However, there is a "like precious faith," there is a divine standard, a heavenly pattern to which all Christians and congregations must conform. Those who deny it and ridicule us for our "carbon copy," "cookie cutter cut-out" rigidity are those who have a doctrine or a practice which they cannot sustain by the Scriptures. Being unable to find divine authority for their work and worship, they attempt to justify their deeds by derisively referring to us as mindless robots who have been stamped out by a cookie cutter mentality. Through scorn, they will seek to drag you into their unscriptural, human traditions. Be wary of all such people. They have an agenda, and it is not found in the Bible!


TROUBLERS IN ISRAEL
  
(A Chart Sermon
)


(Scripture Reading:  1 Kings 18:17-24)

















































JESUS OF NAZARETH:  HIS TEMPTATIONS (Part 5)


(Scripture Reading:  Matthew 4:1-11)


I.  WHY WAS JESUS TEMPTED AT THIS TIME?

  A.  He Was Divinely Led Into The Wilderness For A Special, Divine Purpose - Matt. 4:1; Mk. 1:12.

  B.  The Divine Purpose In The Temptations Of Jesus - Heb. 2:17-18 (4:15-16).

  C.  To Demonstrate His Superiority Over Sin & Satan (Gen. 3:15).

II.  HOW WAS JESUS TEMPTED? - Jas. 1:14-15.

  A.  At A Time Of Intense Desires - Jas. 1:14; Matt. 4:2, 3, 6, 9.

  B.  Satan Tried To Disguise The Sinfulness Of The Action - Matt. 4:2-4, 6-7, 8-10; 2 Cor. 2:11.

  C.  Full-Range Of Temptations - Heb. 4:15; Lk. 4:13.

III. LESSONS TO LEARN FROM JESUS' TEMPTATIONS.

  A.  The Skill Of Satan - 2 Cor. 11:3.

  B.  How To Resist Satan - Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8-9.

  C.  Temptation & Sin Are Two Different Things - Jas. 1:14-15.

  D.  We Can Go To Jesus When We Are Tempted - 1 Cor. 10:13; Heb. 4:15-16; 13:1-3; 1 Pet. 5:6-7.


Conclusion:  1 Jno. 3:8 - Jesus destroyed the work of the devil!





WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!



(Remember the sick: Bobbie McGrew; Lynn L’Arrivee (back),

Enid Alsobrook (Keith’s mother), Marietta Ashton.

(Out of town: Keith Alsobrook, Gardners, 

(Men & Women Bible Classes: Resume after the 1st of the year.

(Workers continue to be needed at the construction site.  Please see Morris Bass about work schedules.  Completing the building is up to all of us, so let’s work together to the glory of God!

(Sign up sheets:  Teach a class here / Preach in White Rock, BC










