Noteworthy News


(Current events in the light of Scripture)





Sri Lanka says 62 killed in operation





January 1, 1999 


Web posted at: 4:49 AM EST (0949 GMT) 





   COLOMBO, Jan 1 (Reuters) - Sri Lanka said on Friday 62 people, most of them Tamil Tiger rebels, had been killed in the east of the country during an operation by government troops. 


   The Defense Ministry said in a statement that troops backed by artillery fire had conducted a limited operation on December 31 in Pulipanchikal in the eastern Batticaloa district. 


   The statement quoted a rebel transmission monitored by troops as saying that 58 rebels were killed and 18 wounded in the confrontation. 


   The statement also said four soldiers were killed and eight received minor wounds during the operation. 


   There was no immediate comment on the confrontation from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, who have been fighting for a separate homeland for minority Tamils in Sri Lanka's north and east since 1983.





COMMENTARY (Joe R. Price)





     Wars and rumors of war.  Some use them to predict the second coming of Christ.  From their misuse of Matthew 24 (which gives sign of the destruction of Jerusalem to the disciples of Christ so they could escape the devastation - a prophecy which was fulfilled in 70 AD), men have often speculated His return.  The approaching of a new millennium will no doubt produce similar false prophets who will say, “Look, here is the Christ.”  “Do not believe it.”  (Matt. 24:23)


     Most of us do not even know where Sri Lanka is.  Nevertheless, life is being lost - wars continue.  Let us pray for peace among men in 1999 and beyond.  Let it be a peace which comes from knowing Christ and living in His truth (Phil. 4:4-8).  And, let it begin with me.  (Rom. 12:18)


��





              Assignments


               January 3, 1999





  Announcements:  	Morris Bass


  Opening Prayer: Morris B / Willie G


  Closing Prayer: Loren P / Shane B


  Song Leader: Dan Head / Clarence G


  Scripture Reading: Jess Bass / Chris Holp


  L. Supper: Ed D / Gary B / Philip P


  Building Cleanup: Jess and Connie Bass
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That Which Every Member Supplies


Joe R. Price





		The church is composed of Christians who have been given talents and abilities by the Lord (cf. Matt. 25:15).  The Northside church is no exception.  Brethren are growing in their knowledge of God’s word and using it in their lives.  We have brethren who do admirable jobs teaching Bible classes, preaching, song leading and helping with the other aspects of our worship as well as the White Rock, BC congregation.  The women of the church are to be commended for your interest in and care for the needs of the saints and others.  We have been very blessed by our Lord.


		There is another area of talent we should utilize.  In this church we have salespeople, retired folks, homemak�ers, manag�ers, engineers and other profes�sionals.  Why do we have these particular talents in this church at this time?  While we cannot answer that for sure, we can say that having been so blessed with talent, we bear a corresponding responsi�bility to be using them in God's work (Rom. 12:3-8; 2 Cor. 8:12).  We must be putting our talents to work for the cause of Christ, or we will give account for our neglect in the day of judgment (Rom. 14:12).


		Looking over the capabilities present in this church, it becomes obvious that many of the occupations represented involve a good deal of contact with the public.  If fact, that contact is crucial in many cases.  If we have the talent to deal with the public about secular matters, will not the Lord expect us to use that talent in spiritual matters?  We should be talking to others about the gospel and trying to save them!  We have managerial skills in this church.  That implies organization and the ability to help others accomplish their tasks efficiently.  Could not this same ability be used to enhance the productivity and efficiency of the local church in its classes, in its effort to construct a building, etc.?  We can and we must be putting our talents to good use. 


		These are just two examples of the abilities which exist here to help us see the connec�tion between the capabilities we use every day and our use of those same endowments to increase the body of Christ (Eph. 4:16).


		Where does this congregation plan to be in one year?  Five years?  Ten years?  Are we planning for lukewarmness by squandering our opportu�nities to use the talents we have been given (Rev. 3:15-18)?  Are we content with mediocrity when there is a lost world that needs saving in Christ?  Will we use our talents to increase the vitality and effectiveness of the Lord's cause in Bellingham and this region?  The decision is yours and mine.  Let each of us think on these things and use what God has given us to His honor and glory.


THE ROLE OF �PRIVATE ��GODLY WOMEN						 Notes


(Scripture Reading:  Titus 2:1-5)





What can godly women do?  Many good & important ways you can positively


affect lives of many.  GODLY WOMEN WILL:


I.  BEFIT THE SOUND DOCTRINE - Tit. 2:1.


  A.  Godliness & Good Works Are The Adornments Of The Christian Woman


        -1 Tim. 2:9-10; 1 Pet. 3:3-6 (Titus 2:10); Prov. 31:25.


II.  BE TEACHERS WHO STRENGTHEN OTHERS - 2:3.


  A.  By Exercising Self-Control - 2:3.


  B.  Teachers Of That Which Is Good - v. 3; Acts 9:36, 39; 2 Tim. 1:5.


III.	STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH.


  A.  As You Live Godly & Teach Truth, The Church Grows - Rom. 16:1-2; 1 Tim.


        1:5; 3:15; cf. Tit. 2:1.


  B.  Helpers Of Brethren - Rom. 12:13; cf. Rom. 16:2; 1 Tim. 5:10.


  C.  Your Godliness Helps The Church Obtain Qualified Leadership - 1 Tim. 3:11.


IV.  STRENGTHEN THE FAMILY - Tit. 2:4-5.


  A.  Love Your Husband & Children - v. 4.


  B.  Be Guardian Of The Home - 2:5; 1 Tim. 5:14; Prov. 31:27 (v. 12ff); Eph. 5:22.


  C.  Be In Subjection To Husband - v. 5; Eph. 5:22.


V.	STRENGTHEN THE WORLD - Tit. 2:5.  


     -(Examples & influence - 1 Tim. 5:14-15; Matt. 5:13-16)








JESUS OF NAZARETH:  HIS MIRACLES (Part 7)


(Scripture Reading:  John 11:38-45)





I.  WHY DID JESUS WORK MIRACLES?


  A.  Evidence Of Messiahship - Matt. 11:3-6; 8:16-17; 12:22-28; Jno. 10:24-25,37-38.


  B.  Produce Faith In Him - Jno. 5:36-37; 11:39-45; Acts 2:22; 10:38; Jno. 20:30-31.


II.  EFFECTS HIS MIRACLES HAD - Acts 10:38 (Isa. 61:1).


  A.  They Show His Glory - Jno. 2:11 (1:14); Matt. 15:30-31.


  B.  They Show (Establish) His Authority To Forgive Sins - Mk. 2:4-12.


  C.  They Show His Power Over Satan - Matt. 12:25-29; 1 Jno. 3:8; Matt. 11:28.


  D.  They Show God’s Mercy & Compassion - Matt. 14:14; Mk. 5:18-19; 1 Pet. 2:24.





Conclusion


     Jno. 11:45-47; 12:37-38 - Let His miracles effect your faith & life!





WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!





(Remember the sick:  Upcoming surgeries:  Rick Holt (Jan. 4), Lynn L’Arrivee (Jan. 12); also pray for Nancy Bass, Bobbie McGrew, Connie Golightly, Enid Alsobrook (Keith’s mother).  


(Out of town this week:  Dan Head


(Men’s Business Meeting:  Today at 5:00 PM.


(Men & women classes resume this week.


(Workers continue to be needed at the construction site.  Please see Morris Bass about work schedules.  Completing the building is up to all of us, so let’s work together to the glory of God!


(Sign up sheets:  Teachers for 1999 (trimesters) / Preach in White Rock, BC.





MAY GOD BLESS YOU THIS NEW YEAR!





How Beautiful Heaven Must Be


Kent E. Heaton Sr.


�     The central theme of our life before God is to go to a place we have never been. As pilgrims and strangers in a foreign land who have never seen our homeland, we wander among the generations of men looking for “the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” (Hebrews 11:10) Our desire is to find that better country where we can leave behind the toils and sorrows of our present journey. “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4)


     In our weariness we long for rest. “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God ...‘Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.’” (Hebrews 4:9; Revelation 14:13) To be in the presence of God is to fill our hearts with joy and pleasure. “You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)


     In the blessing of Heaven we will find glory beyond measure. “You will guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to glory ... that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”  (Psalm 73:24; 1 Thessalonians 2:12) Heaven will be a place of great reward and eternal life. “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, ... the righteous into eternal life ... and come forth -- those who have done good, to the resurrection of life.” (Matthew 5:12; 25:46; John 5:29)


     Heaven was prepared long ago for those who would seek an abundant entrance�into His presence: “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world’...for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord....” (Matt. 25:34; 2 Pet. 1:11)


     John gives a striking view of the promised land: “The twelve gates were twelve pearls...And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple....for the glory of God illuminated it....Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there) ... and he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month....And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 21:21-25; 22:1-5)  How beautiful Heaven must be.  Don Baker asked the question, “What will we do in Heaven?” His answer was fourfold: (1) We will worship without distraction. (2) We will serve without exhaustion. (3) We will rule without failure. (4) We will rest without boredom. How beautiful Heaven must be.                                                                                    (edited for length)
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